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first glimpse of For-
f the welcoming sign
|Highway 101, north
jof town The sign advertises
fishing und hunting, as well as
the lumber and} dairy indus-
tries which support the town,

5 i And as the sign says, Fortuna
The Veterans’ Memorial building was one of the first to be built in the county. is indeed|a “Friendly City.”

It's Wide-Awake
And Growmg Fast
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This is the! Penny Scram le, one of the Rodeo features.
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By DICK RYAN

N

“Fortuna, the Friendly :City,” is a town oﬂ wide streets,

pleasant homes, and wide-awake business firms. You get'a feel-
ing of a progresswe, forward-looking oommunlty as you walk!.
through the city. |-
Fortuna, Mayor George Head says,
business.
“No 'booms, you understand ? the
steady trade.”
Mayor Head js a partner m the F:rtuna Fumnture com-
pany; he knows what he’s talking about| |
Where does mos!@ of the pros-
perity| of the community stem
irom? |From the surfounding lum-~
ber mills, from {F rlch dairy
country of the Eel

has alwayi had a steady
|

) |
mayor went on, “but

good

of Fortuna’s business world has
been the| growth of new busi-
nesses, started by younger men,
or older,| established concerns
which haye been bought by young
men in the past several years.' |

The influx of young blood into
the business and civic life of the
community helps to Imake the out-
look of the|leaders of Fortuna pro-
éressive. );t in part accounts for

. ' Photo by lclk Ryan
s street scene is typical of the residential sections.

| James Louden,
Fortuna Chamber" Commerce,
estimates the popuydtion of For-
| ] K tuna’s trading area at between
112,000 and 15,000 p’erscrns
Fortuna’s ofﬁcigl population,
within the city lifiits, has been
estimated at 1565. Just outside
the city’s boundaries, however,
the growth has been phenomenal.
Mayor Head has an-explanation
for it. “We can’t grow inside the
city limits,” he said. “We just
don’t have any more room. “Some
day we'’re going to have to take in
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When completed this will be a four-lane lughway.

NEW, AIRPORT
The pride of Fortuna the ;
Fortuna airport at ‘Rohnerviile,
just a short distance- from AN,
The entire Eel river valley pﬁn
a big air show last ‘summer e
the airport was completed, &ld
hopes are high that sometime
Southwest Airways will incijde
the Rohnerville field on its rogte.
Another cause for pride ont
‘ipart of Fortuna is Rohner Piirk,

The. sg;lmon fishing will 14.51. until
the end of November; steelhead
will belgood until the end|jof Jan-
uary, qr even a little lajer. In
the spring, trout season \vgl bring
in more tour]sts

RODEO BIG AT’I‘RAC’;‘ION
lgg&st event of the ent re year,
from a tourist point of ‘iew, is
the annual Fortuna Rodgo, held
the! Fourth of July. The rodeo

000 of the $100,000 which they
need. |

NEW FOUR-LANE HIGHWAY

Fortuna, too, will soon have a
new four-lane highway south' of
town. Work has already begun,
and the modern highway will be
an important link in an improved
Redwood Highway.!

The new highway will be flank-
ed by many new business estab-
lishments; already some of them

the alert |bustle which a visitor
can see ag he walks down the main
street:

Fortuna has an active chamber
of cor merpe, with an estimated
140 membYers. Officers, in addition
to James Loudon, are Clyde Goble,
vice pr t, and Eck Mosby,
secretary-treasurer. | |

the outlying districts.”
+ FINANCIAL PROBLEMS

|

Recently| several other civic or-
anizations have sprung up in the

began in 1921,
people attended
1948 an estimated 10,000

and nearly 3000
the shqw.

By
came to

are up, and in operation. Latest
of the new businesses along the
new highway is a self-service

one of the famous gathering-pléfes
in all of Humboldt county.
picnics, group outings,.and fa

Jim Loudon, the chamber of [town. Ambng them are a new, Eel the big show, which is now known |laundry and restaurant, a large, |gatherings keep the large PP.k
commerce nead, points out that it Rlver Valley Business and Profes- |as one of the best rodeos in the modern building, put up by Don just at the outskirts-of to
will be a little difficult to take in|siona Wumens club; a 20-30|entire west. Beaubien. almost constant use during
such jareas as South Fortuna now.|club, [and|others. Fortuna recently got the jump| Home construction, in Fortuna, |Weather.
“The|city doesn’t have the money |ROD |AND GUN CLUB VISITS [on 'her sister cities in Humboldt|and on the outskirts of town, is| And Fortunans are proud, §po,
to take care of them. We'll have| | The tourist trade|is an "“pm\' county, when the Pacific Tele- |booming, with new houses being|of their schools. There is the j3ne
tant . part |of Fortuna’s prosperity. [phone and Telegraph company in-[contracted for evety day. Busi-|€lementary school, a Seventh-ay

foundation first,” h§ explained. [Today, for instance, the Rod and |stalled a dial phone system. Adventist school, and a fine,

to put Fortuna on itirm financial
And |ness permits from July of 1947 to

L'

Fortuna, you s like many Gun club|of the Southern Pacific |Fortunans are almost unginimous |July, 1948, were valued at $199,-|€rn union high 50h°°1 ¥
other| cities in thes post-war days, ra!lway are having an annual outl |in their praise of the new|service, |002.00, but Fortunans are quick | This year the Huskies, the f5bt-
fs finding out that/lkt costs money Pg on the|Eel river. which they consider very dfficient. [to point out that these were only|ball téam from Fortuna b,
to giow; more ey, in many|| Throughout the day, members| Like Eureka, Fortuna is| putting |for construction work within the |1ave hopes of an excellent seajbn.
cases| than can b{ rapised pain- of the clyb, and their hosts, will |on a campaign for a new ospital; {city limits, and estimate that| an|Coach Bob Damon, dean of coaghes
lessly,. spend  tim ﬁshmg for Steelhead |like Eurcka, the hospital |will be|equal amount of building has heen in Humboldt, is not making gny
The city council] ’is considering jand salmpn on: the Eel; tonight, |built by the Sisters of Orajige. The |done outside. predictions, but the fans are gn+
several means of: getting the|they will |attend a large banquet.|money subscribed by Fortuna's| In addition to|the hlghwdy For- | thusiastic.
money for expansi¢n. Proposed as Some| 56 members of the club are |citizens will be matched| by the|tuna is served by the Northwest- .
remeflies have [Heen parking expected for the occasion. Sisters, and the result will be, if{ern Pacific railroad. Highway| Mullie Lenolr, halfback onjfhe
meters, increased [tax rate, and tofifist courts have been |the drive iis successful, a $250,000 |transportation includes service by |University of Alabama'’s 1920, )
) t Py~ S;;a(l)esgdx full i re¢ent weeks, with visitors | hospital. Greyhound Bu;g Lines, H_tumboldt :ihudhc’lld; the Cnmsor:ind':hs ,’4‘;
0 ” 9to by Diel U‘?"W G MEN ENTER BUSINESS |who havel come to|try| their luck| So far |the townspeople have!Motor Stages, and many rucking | dividual scoring record wi
The R°df°“ﬂ"° bll event °f the summer in Fortun a | On+ of 'the interesting aspects for gﬁlme {ish on the Eel river, |raised between $40, ggo §1d $50.~ lies. ‘ points on 24 touchdowns, :
| N | { & " | | | | »




