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The population of Humboldt County was,
in 1880, 15,512; in 1890, 23,469; in 1900,
27,104; in 1910, 33,857. Allowing the same:
rate of increase since 1910 as was found in the decade from 1900
to 1910, the population at the end of 1914 was 37,665. 40 per cent
of this population was in the City of Eureka; 20 per cent in the
eleven next larger cities and towns; and the remaining 40 per cent
in the smaller towns and rural districts.

About 68 per cent of the total population is native born white,
and 27 per cent is foreign born white. Nearly 5 per cent is of Indian
descent, and the census of 1910 lists 40 negroes, 6 Chinese, and 6
Japanese. Of the foreign born population, the largest number is
from Canada; and the remainder chiefly from northern Europe and
from Italy. From the first settlements in 1850, the growth of pop-
ulation has been slow but steady; and the nationality and character
of the newcomers has been largely determined by the dominant in-
fluence of the lumber industry, and of late years by dairying.

Although not connected with the outer

Transportation. world by rail until late in the year 1914,
Humboldt had made surprising develop-

ment prior to that time; and this was made possible by its possession
of a safe and commodious harbor, accessible to vessels of all but the
deepest draft. And while the new railroad will certainly be a most
important element in the future development of the county, its water
communication will always remain the dominant factor in the trans-
portation of many of its products,-and will always insure steady and
reasonable freight rates. An average of about 1,000 vessels passes
in and out of Humboldt Bay yearly, their tonnage approximating
600,000 net tons. These carry the lumber and other products of
Humboldt to all the ports of the Pacific Coast, and to many foreign
countries. The opening of the Panama Canal will greatly increase
these shipments, especially of lumber, to the eastern coast of the
United States. Humboldt has three lines of regular freight and pas-
senger steamers plying to San Francisco, and one line to Coos Bay,
Astoria, and Portland, Oregon. Five or six lines of steam schooners
carrying lumber, other freight, and passengers, furnish connections
with all the California ports. Sea going gasoline power boats run
to all ports north of Humboldt as far as the Chetco river, Oregon.
In summer, steam schooners run from San Francisco to Shelter
Cove, and to Mattole Landing, near the mouth of the Mattole river.

Population.

The recently completed line of the Northwestern Pacific Rail-
road runs from San Francisco via Sausalito or Tiburon to Eureka,
283 miles, and on through Arcata to Trinidad, 28 miles further
north. For the major portion of its course through Humboldt it
follows down the valley of Eel river, and in all the upper half of this
valley much development in horticulture and agriculture is expected ;
—in fact, is under way. The land here is very fertile, but hilly:
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POTENT FACTS.

Humboldt Has:—

Great extent; good lands at fair prices; its own lumber, fuel,
food, wool, and leather ; equable temperature, abundant rainfall, and
consequent healthfulness; diversity of products, great natural re-
sources, balance of trade always in its favor.

It Has Not:—

Chinese or Japanese; Spanish or railroad grants; irrigation;
serious pests of vegetables or fruit; summer thunder storms, cold
winters, severe frosts, cyclones, or blizzards ; crop failures, from any
cause.

It Needs:—

More capital and more manufactures.
Capable, enegertic settlers, who mean business.

LAMBERT & McKEEHAN, PRINTERS
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA
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Scattering Remarks of Interest
—Past and Present 1 ..
By W‘? Si y 5 q

WHEN THE CHINESE WERE HERE
‘ Eureka’s chief claim to importance in th
‘world of affairs is the eviction of the Chines
lin the year 1885. A well-beloved citizen hac
‘been killed by a stray bullet fired by a Chinamar
during a Tong war, and the entire Chinese pop-
ulation was rounded up and placed aboard an
outgoing steamer and told never to return. None
of them cver did. Although there were.many
| hot heads in the group that ordered the China-
'men to leave, and although a scaffold was erected
\at the corner of Fourth and F streets, there was
no bloodshed and not a ‘‘celestial” was harmed
physically.

It is not at all wonderful that there should
be frequent reference to the time that China-
town was denuded of its entire population. There
‘are still many people residing in Fureka who were
‘members of the committee that helped to herd
ithe Chinamen onto the boats, but it is not likely
that any of them can recall the names of more
than one or two of those who had made their
homes in Bureka for many years. It is interesting
to note a group of names of prominent China
men who made up the more important and weal
{thy of the Chinks who lost their business and
“happy” homes.) Among them were: Annie,
|Ah Sing, Ah Ling, Ah Sam, Ah Dye, Ah Lung,
'Ah June, Mary, Gah, Sing Hop, Ah Shing, Ah
\Long, Lung Yek, Kang Hop, Wing Ling, Sam
'Kee, Gee Hop, Sung Yen, Sing Kee, Sam Lee,
Bow Lung, and Sing Yen.
| These are not fictitious names. They are real
and after the Chinese landed in San Francisco
they' began suit against the city of EBureka for
$3,000,000, claiming that to be the value of their
property and businesses. However, they did not
win their suit. In comparison with the amount
sued for is the fact that none of the owners were
assessed more than $125 for all holdings, and
their annual tax ‘payment was only one dollar
for each of the more opulent ones.

Eureka bears the distinction of being the only
‘city in the United States to evict a Mongolian
populatien. : i it L e !
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Scattering Remarks of Intere.

—Past and Present
By WILL N. SPEEGLE

) :LL/ OUT OF THE PAST

Since beginning this recounting of things
in Humboldt county from the time of my arri-
val here, there have been several requests for
a rehearsal of the episode of driving the Chin-
ese from our shores. It happened some years
before I came, but was a topic of general con-
versation throughout the county even though
seveal years had passed since the tragedy which
culminated in the nationally important move-
ment against the Orientals residing here. One
|balmy evening in April, 1885, Councilman
David Kendall was wending his way toward
the business district when, at Fourth and E
streets, a bullet from a gun in the hands of a
member of a Chinese tong struck him and
caused his immediate death. Two other bul-
lets from the assassin’s gun struck small boys,
their injuries were only temporary.

Fureka’'s Chinatown at thee time was in
the vicinity of Fourth and E streets in a num-
ber of small redwood shacks. Several hun-
dred Chinese had lodgings there and in their
group were members of warring tongs. On
previous occasions when they resorted to
pistols and there were killings among their own
numbers they were warned that to continue
‘their tong wars would some day mean that
ithey would be driven out of the community,
lock, stock and barrel. So, when the hon-
ored and respected member of the city coun-
cil was killed, even though the bullet was not
intended for him, the citizens arose in their|’
wrath and with few exceptions were bent upon
carrying out their threat. They gathered in
.Centennial Hall on Fourth Street between F
‘and G. - Huyndreds were unable to gain en-l
trance because of the size of the gathering.
While speakers were exhorting the people to
take vengeance, a scaffold was erected at the
corner of Fourth and F streets and a hang-
man’s noose, tied by John Haney, hung over
lthe trap. Many of the hot heads were bent
upon hanging some of the Chinese, but they
were restrained.

‘Instead of resorting to hangings or other
violence, it was decided that every Chinese
in Humboldt county should be rounded up,
brought to Eureka and put aboard steamers
bound for San Francisco. This was quickly
done and within 48 hours every Humboldt
Chinese, with the exception of two, was on
his way to the coast metropolis. Charley
Moon, one of the Chinese, was employed on
the Bair ranch many miles away in the hills. |
'He had married and had several children in}
the northern part of the county. He was never
molested. Another Chinese is also reported
to have been allowed to remain on one of the|
stock ranches where he was employed. Char-|.
ley Moon continued to reside in Humboldt|
|county and had many friends. A few months|.
ago, well over 80 years of age, he died while|
residing in the Freshwater region on a small|.




CeaAE ¢ ey i i S

While speakers were exhorting the people to
take vengeance, a scaffold was erected at the
corner of Fourth and F streets and a hang-
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Instead of resorting to hangings or other
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|Chinese, with the exception of two, was on
his way to the coast metropolis. Charley
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the northern part of the county. He was never
molested. Another Chinese is also reported
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boldt county the city of Eureka was sued for
$6,000,000 by the Chinese Six Companies
of San Francisco, but the courts declared
against them and no damages were ever col-
lected.

Chinese have given Humboldt a wide
Iberth ever since the tongs brought about their
removal, but there was a time when a group of
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Inery at the mouth of Eel River. They didn’t

committee which visited the owners of the

.

Chinese, or else. The cannery owners then
brought the Chinese to Eureka where they
were domiciled on Daby Island until a steam-
ter could transport them to San Francisco. And
|that’s the history of the Chinese in this part
iof the state. -
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After the exit of the Chinese from Hum- :

them was brought here to work in a fish can-|
remain long, however. Citizens formed a|

cannery and ordered the removal of thel
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Fatal Shooting

icenes of’Eureka’% old Chinatown are shown in the photos above. Top picture is
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City Councilman

In Tong War Leéd to Exclusion Of
Chinese from Eureka and Humboldt

Byl WALLY LANDIS

e ST

“Just as we were going to pres: last night a serious riot broke out in the Chinese

quarters just opposite our office. Some/ten or twelve shots were
to shawe hte bones of Confucious. ‘
Chinaman laid out with a bullet throygh

He is a gone Chinaman.

captured about a half a dozen pistols
was in type it has been learned that apot

The foregoing news note is from
a bulletin which appeared in the
old Eureka Times on February 1,
1885, Four days later an ediforial
appeared in the [Times entitled

“Wipe Out the Plague - Spots”
which called for removal of Eu-
reka’s Chinatown by the Board of
Health,

.Chinatown lay right in the heart
of what is now Eureka’s business
district. This area of slums and
filth was bounded by Fourth and
Fifth streets on the north and be-
tween E and F streets on the east
and west, Within this district liv-
ed some two-hundred Chinese of
continually fighting rival' Tongs.
Abounding with gambling dives,
opium dens, and brothels, this area
was a blot upon the growing city
of Eureka. There was no sewage
or garbage disposal system in these
slums and the place reeked of foul,
nauseating smells.

‘“Under the present condition of
things there is not only danger
from a moral point of view, but
continual danger to life and pro-
perty. It will not do for our citi-
zens to longer permit such life-
taking demonstrations as the one
witnessed in the Chinese quarter,
and on one of the principal streets
of the city, last Saturday mnight.
It was only a wonder, considering
the number of shots fired and the
wild manner in which the shoot-
ing was done, that some innocent

Wel do not know the extent of damage,
his lung. Dr. Davis took the ball out of his back.
We saw another fellow with a wound in his hand. The officers
and locked up as many Chinamen.
her one was shot in the abdomen and will die.”

fired, and noise enough made
but we saw one

Since the above

(ome a any time, as long as the
represetitatives of two conflicting
Chinese| companies are allowed to
live in|such close proximity. It
ever sufh an event does occur—if

ever an| unoffending white man is
thus offered up on the altar of

The very next evening, Friday,
February 6, 1885 at 6:05 p.m., a
drama ‘[exploded right ia Eureka’s
midst, |

COUNCILMAN SLAIN

City Councilman David C. Ken-
dall had just finished supper at
his howte and was walking toward
his downtown office. Just as he
was crossing the street at the
north-east corner of Fourth and
E, two Chinese on opposite sides
of the 'street drew revolvers and
began shooting at each other, fir-
ing some ten or twelve shots.
Counci'man XKendall, caught be-
tween the two Chinese, was hit
by a siray bullet and fell on his
face, dead.

Wifchj.n five minutes Eureka was
in a blaze of excitement. Police
officers captured one Chinese, sup-
posed io have been the one who
shot Kendall. Cries went up to
hang him, and with great difficulty
the police finally got the badly

men had gathered at the corner of
Fourth and 'E streets yelling to
burn the Chinese out, and to hang
them all,

Fortunately, such a calamity did
not occur, Someone had the pres-
ence of mind to call for a meeting
at Centennial Hall and within
twenty minutes after Kendall’s
death, some six hundred men
were gathered at the hall.

Mayor Walsh was named chair-
man of the meeting and H. H.
Buhne was appointed secretary.
The men were addressed by A.
J. Bledsoe, Frank McGowan, and
James Brown who spoke on the
evils of Chinatown and its men-
ace to the community. T. M.
Brown and George W. Hunter
spoke next, and although they
sympathized with the anger of the

crowd, they counselled modera-|

tion. The crowd was almost to the
point of riot and if any clue had
been known as to the identity of
the killers they would have been
lynched to the nearest lamp-post.

No such clue was known however ||

and Mr. Hunter moved that a
committee of fifteen be appointed

to proceed to Chinatown and no- |

tify the Chinese to pack up and
get out within twenty-four hours.
Among the committee members
were: H. H, Buhne, Jr., chairman;
C. G, Taylor, Frank McGowan, W.
S. Riddle, E. B, Murphy, W, L.

phy, SJames Simpf n, James
Brown, W. J. McNgmara, H. Lib-
bey, a dE. B Thompson.

ORDERED TO LEAVE

The committee met and sent for
three leaders from each rival Tong.
The Chinese were informed that
the committee had ordered that
they must leave Humboldt County
within twenty-four hours. Every
element of the city was visited by
committee appointees and given
notification of the decision of the
citizens of Eureka. Several wagon-
loads of Chinese from ranches and
cook-houses were brought into Eu-
reka and housed in dockside ware-
houses to await exclusion. There
was no resistance offered by the
Chinese—they were lucky to get
off so easily and they knew it.
During the night grim-minded
jokesters erected a gallows on
Fourth Street as a grisly warning
to the Chinese,

By daylight on the morning of
February 7, Fourth street was a
scene of bustling activity. Stack
after stack of household belong-
ings, furniture, clothing, and mer-
chandise were piled in the streets
and loaded into wagons, drays, and
every form of transportation avail=
able. Before noon all of the per=
sonal belongings of the Chinese
were piled on the Humboldt Bay
docks to be placed aboard the two
steamships which happened to be
in the harbor at the time. These
two ships were the “City of Ches-
teri’ and the “Humboldt.”

By the morning of February 8,
all of the Chinese were gone from
Eureka, The “City of Chester”
with 175 Chinese and the “Hum-
boldt” with 135 landed at San
Francisco on the morning of the
twelfth and the expelled Chinese
passengers scattered throughout
\the area, Within an hour after the
Ll D
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arrival of the exnluded Orientals,
San Francisco’s ‘hinatown was

full of gossip(' ut the Eureka
Incident, A m g of the “Ong
Cong Gong So,’ Chinese organ-
iaztion was hela at which were
many of the expelled Chinese. It
was made known at this meeting
that a Chinese gangster, nicknam-
ed “Adam Quinn,” who had just
completed an eight year sentence
at San Quentin, and a doezn of
his gang members had left for Eu-
reka a week before to take part
in the Tong war,
" TROUBLE-MAKERS BLAMED
A reporter of the San Francis-
co Call interviewed Colonel Bee
of the Chinese Consulate about the
affair. Colonel Bee stated that the

(Continued on page 22‘1(:01 8)

now located.
side of the
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corner of Fourth and E streets where the Georgeson building is
Jcture looking ea:: on Fourth street from F *p"?ing the nor}&b
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shaken| Chinese in jail. By this|Mercer, W. J. Sweasey, A. J.
time a|crowd of severa} hundred ! Bledsoe, N. A, Libbey, Dan Mur- |

pedestrian was not made to bite
the dust. Such a result is liable to
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THE EUREKA INCIDENT OF 1885

by Wally Landis

"Just as we were going to press last night a serious riot broke out in the
Chinese quarters just opposite our office, Some ten or twelve shots were fired,
and noise enough made to shake the bones of Confueious. We do not know the expent
of damage, but we saw one Chinaman laid out with a bullet through his lung. Dr.
Davis took the ball out of his back. He is a gone Chinaman, We saw another fellow
with a wound in his hand. The officers captured about a half a dozen pistols, and
locked up as many Chinasmen. Since the above was in type it has been learned that
another one was shot in the abdomen and wikll die . "

The foregoing news note is from a bulletin which appeared in the old Eureka
Times on February 1., 1885, Four days later an editorial appeared in the Times
entitled "Wwipe Out the Plague-Spobs" which called for removal of Eureka's Chinae
town by the Board of Health,

Chinatown lay right in the heart of what is now Bureka's business district.
I'his area of slums and filth was bounded by Fourth and Fifth streets on the north
and between E and F streets on the east and west. Within this district lived some
two-hundred Chinese of continually fighting rival Tongs., dbounding with gambling
dives, opium dens, and brotheﬁls, this area was a blot upon the growing city of
Eureka., There was no sewage or garbage disposal system in these slums and the
place reeked of foul, nauseating smells.

"Under the present condition of things there is not only danger from a moral
point of view, but continual danger to life and property. It will not do for our
citzens to longer permit such lifetaking demonstrations as the one witnessed in
the Chinese quarter, and on one of the principal streets of the city, last
Saturday night. It was only a wonder, considering the number of shots fired and
the whld manner in which the shooting was done, that some innocent pedestrian
was not " made to bite the dust. Such a result is liable to come at any time, as
long as the representatives of two conflicting Chinese companies are allowed to
live in such close proximity. If ever such an event does occur = if ever an
unoffending white man is thus offered up on the altar of paganism, we fear it will i
be goodby to Chinatown",

(Fgom the editorial "Wipe Out the Plague-Spots," Times, Thursday, February
5y 1885 |

, . The very next evening, Friday, February 6, 1885 at 6:05 p.m., a drama
exploded right in Eureka's midst.,

Councilman Slain

City Councilman David C, Kendall had Just finished supper at his home and
was walking toward his downtown office. Just as he was crossing the street at the
north-east corner of Fourth and E, two Chinese on opposite sides of the street
drew revolvers and began shooting at each other, firing some ten or twelve shots,
Councilman Kendsll, caught between the two Chinese, was hit by a stray bullet j
and fell on his face, dead,




Within five minutes Eureka was in a blaze of excitement. Police officers
captured one Chinese, supposed to have been the one who shot Kendall, Cries went
up to hang him, and with great difficulty the police’finally got the badly
shaken Chinese in jail. By this time a crowd of several hundred men had gathered
at the corner of Fourth and E streets yelling toiburn the Chinese out, and to
hang them all. g

Fortunately, such a calamity did not oocqf. Someone had the presence of mind
to call for a meeting at Centennial Hall and within twenty minutes after Kendall's
death, some six hundred men were gathered at’ the halle

Mayor Walsh was named chairman of the meeting and H, H. Buhne was eppointed
secretary. [he men were addressed by A.'J. Bledsoe, Frank McGowan, and James
Brown who spoke on the evils of Chinatown and its menace to the comminity. Te Mo
Brown and George W. Hunter spoke next, and although they sympathized with the
anger of the crowd, they counselled moderation, The crowd was almost to the point
of riot and if any clue had been known as to the identity of the killers they would
have been lynched to the nearest lamp-post. No such clue was known however and
Mr, Hunter moved that a committee of fifteen be eppointed to procedd to Chinatown
and notify the Chinese to pack up end get out within twenty-four hours. Among
the committee members were: H. H. Buhne, Jr., chairman; C. G. Taylor, Frank
McGowan, W, S. Riddle, E. B. Murphy, W. L. Mercer, W. J. Sweasey, A. J. Bledsoe,
N, A. Libbey, Dan Murphy, Jemes/Simpson, James Erown, W. J. McNamara, H, Libbey,
and F. P. Thompsons, f

Ordered to Leave

» The committee met and sent for three leaders from each rival Tong. The
Chinese were informed that the committee had ordered that they must leave Humboldt
County within twenty-four hours, “.Every element of ‘the city was visited by the
committee appointees and given notification of the decision of the citizens of
Eureka. Several wagonloads of Chinesé\fqpm ranches and cook=-houses were brought
into Bureka and housed in dockside warehouses to await exclusion, There was no
resistance offered by the Chinese - theyweré-lucky to get off so easily and they
knew it. During the night grim-minded jokesters erected a gallows on Fourth
Street as a grisly warning to the Chinese. !
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By daylight on the merning of Febrary 7, Fourth street was a scene of

bustling activity. Stack after stack of household belongings, furniture, clothing,

and merchandise were piled in‘“the wtreets and loaded into wagonms, drays, and

every form of transportation avéiﬁgzle. Before noon 21l of the personsl belongings

of the Chinese were piled on the boldt Bay docks to be placed aboard the two

steamships which happened to be in the harbor at the time. These two ships were

the "City of Chester™ and the "Humboldt."

By the morning of February 8, all of the Chinese were gcne from Eureka,
“The "Cith of Chester® with 175 Chinege-and the *4umboldt" with 135 landed at
San Frandisco on the morning of the” twelfth and the/expelled Chinese passangers
throughout the area. Within an.hour after‘the“arprival of the excluded Orientals,
San Francisco's Chinatown was full of gossip ebodt the Eureka Incident. A
meeting of the "Ong Cong Gong So, " a Chinese'ofganization was held at which were
many of the expelled Chinese. It was made knd%p at this meeting that a Chinese
gangster, nicknamed "Adam Quinn," who had just cempleted an eight yesr sentence
at Sen Quentin, and a dozen of his gang members had left for Eureka a week before
to take part in the Tong warse N
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Trouble-makers Blamed

A reporter of the San Francisco Call interviewed Colonel Bee of the Chinese
Consulate about the affair. Colonel Bee stated that the whole trouble in Eureka had
been caused by a few lawbreakers, and that all of the Chinese expelled were
not criminals, He also deplored the fact that many peaceful merchants hsd had
their businesses broken up by the exclusion,

To this day an Oriental is very rarely seen in Humboldt county. The details
of the kureka Incident have been Spread as far away as China itself.




boldt community . , .
\ valuable source of information Were copies of an old
hewspaper, the Ee] River Valley Advance,
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theL liien‘:ml:;n ity a;rut:ls“ng?g: Raise oyr own® lumber, tue]
I came upon the follow; which [30d food. ‘

appeared in 1896: fuf;Iumboldt 1s the home of cheap,;
“Not a Ch aman in the coun- Nowhere on earth' i lumber|
. . cheaper, |

Abundant moisture is the rye, Humboldt climate is  always]
Whatever jg Planteg here equable,

Unlimited natyrag resources are -
No Spanish grants to fight ours, '
ere, .

Room for ten times bresent pop-
No railread land grants ¢, ulation. '

adjust, , No cyc_lon_es, few tramps, little
Fruit pests are rare in Hum- [Poverty.
boldt. / -
Never hag a bank of crop -
failure, .
- Humboldt makes her gup
leather, )
Enougy faborers in Humboldt |
now, f
No sudden changes of seasons
here. !
Malaria] disorders shun Hym-
boldt, .
Good hill lands at $2 to $5 per!
acre, . {!
Humbolgt apples gare never;
wormy,
No long, cold winters in Hum-
boldt,
Plenty of vacant land in Hum-
boldt,
We have cheap lands in abund- |
ance. ) '
Our salmop fisheries are pro-
ductive,

No irrigation required in ‘Hum-
boldt. S

Good schools ag the State can|
boast. . |





