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BACK IN THE 1880°s Eureka's Fourth and E

‘Streets looked like this.
there were chickens in

Along with local citizens
the middle of the road.

On the left are a number of Chinese residents.
Eureka’s Chinatown included some of the small

Humboldt Soc.iety Hears Of --

houses on the right, now occupied by Feuerwer-
s G %
ker’s store. Other residents were scattered along

the north side of Fourth
the waterfront.

Street aleng E and F to

Chinese Pioneers Out W

|
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|
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The wnle of the Chinese-asppeaped Trom the proguction of

pioneers was presented to the
{Humboldt County Historical So-
(cicty by one of the West's out-
{standing historians, Thomas W.
[Chinn of San Francisco’s China-
itown.

Chinn spoke to a packed ban-
{quet room at the Ingomar Club,
ito nearly 200 persons. It was one
of the largest annusl gather-
ings ever held by the local his-
torical society. ,

The historian, a founder and
first president of the Chinese
Historical Society of America,
itraced the story of Chinese par-
iticipation in American history.
Be said the Chinese had been
a part of New England life long
before they arrived in Califor-
nia.

Chinn told the story of the
Bing cherry, which is named
laiter a Chinese workman. He
'said Seth Lewelling of Milwau-
\kie, Ore., developed and grew
'Bings from the seed of Repub-
lican variety in 1875. Lewelling
was proud of one of his work-
men, who was very loyal. When
the cherry needed a name, Le-
welling turned to his faithful
worker, using his name, “Bing."”
Today, the Bing cherry is a
great American favorite.

A Town Named

The speaker said it was eas-
ier to look to the brighter side
of history, even though we must
jrecognize its bleaker moments
for interesting chapters.

He said that after the gold
rush in California, many of the
Chinese. drifted to other parts
of the country. A handful work-
ed on a railroad being built
through a Mississippi Commu-
nity. After its completion some
remained there. Finally, many
lyears later, there was only one
rorinese left in the town. He
{had Often_expressed a wish to

the fruit.

When Lue Gim Gong was 12,
he. came to America and
worked his way across the U.S.
to Boston. There, he attracted
the attention of Miss Fannie
Amelia Burlingame, a cousin
of United States Ambassador to
China, Anson Burlingame. She
attended to Lue’s education and
gave him his opportunity to
work on plant and fruit growth.
After Miss Burlingame’s death
he moved to DeLand Florida,
where he developed a new strain
of orange which could stand
against cold weather, was of
better texture, and lasted later
on the tree. He refused to pa-
tent his improvement because
he felt his new country should
benefit from his work. Since
then there have been many
strains from Lue Gim Gong's
tirst work, and the great citrus
industry as we have it.

Flying Start

1t was a young Chinese who
was the first aviator on the Pa-
cific Coast. This was on Sept.
23, 1909, according to Chinn.
The next day the San Francis-
co newspapers headlined the
event, telling of Fung Joe Guey
and the 20 minutes he spent in
the air over Oakland and Pied-
mont in his home-made air-
plane. He was able to keep con-
trol of his plane until a bolt
helding the propellor to the
shaft snapped and Fung Joe
Guey came to an abrupt land-
ing. He escaped with only bruis-
es. He went on to other avia-
tion ventures.

After his talk, Chinn was ask-
ed if it were so Chinatown’s
people avoided Eureka. ¥es
he said, “but all we (the pres-
ent generation) ever heard was
that Eureka was a ‘bad town.”
He said the history of what hap-

ibe buried in"the land of his an-
‘cestors in Canton, Thina How-
ever, when he died, his “white
friends were at 2 loss as to
the arrangements to be made
to send his remains to China,
since they had no pertinent de-
tails as to names and address-
es of kinfolk. So, the people of
the small town decided to do
something about it, and they
renamed the town Canton. The
old Chinese was buried there.

The town of Canton now is a
thriving community of several
thousand persons.

The California and Florida
lorange industry has Lue Gim
Gong, a Chinese immigrant who
distinguished himself as a po-
mologist, and who ~died in
poverty, to thank for the bil-
tinns of dollars which have beer

pened in those days has been

even peace -

settled.

Historical Society,

Chinese historical group.
Rejected Here

In his

touched briefly on the event

Chinese in the

the Chinese had remained?’’

Chinatown, U.S.A.”

the Dog.”

Tost in Chinatown. The Chinesejsion, now
who fomented trouble in Eure-iIngomar Club.
ka in the 1880s, were people
loving Chinese|was the parading of the colors |’
detested. They were found in|by the Arcata Horizon Club
many places where the Chinese|members, Shirley Lewis, Jean-

Andrew Genzoli, past presi-|ningham, the pledge of allegi-
dent of the Humboldt County|ance led by the girls. The Rev.
introduced|Karl Ekaas, out going presi-
Chinn, and H. K. Wong, a foun- |dent, gave the invocation, and
der and past president of the|then introduced Mrs. Philip De-

introduction, Genzoli|new officers introduced were

from 1850 to 1885, involving the|Miss Asta Cullberg, secretary;
Northwestern| Wilbur Bast, treasurer;
California area and events which|Andrew McCormick, M. A. Par-
led to the expulsion of the Chi-{IV.
nese from Eureka. He conclud-|three year
ed with, “I wonder what Eu- Lockhart, Neil Price, Mrs. Fred
reka would be like today, if|G. Sundberg, two year trustees;

Wong, who is founder of “‘Miss |ther,
pageant, |year terms.
held annually in San Francis- |
co, and who is prominent injevent was illustrated by Miss
Chinatown public relations work,|Ruth DeLong, while two large
said, Eureka would now find it-|decorative Chinese scrolls were
self getting ready for Chinese painted by Mrs. C. J. (Janie)
New Year’s and ‘“The Year of Clarke. She was also responsi-

He said families would be pre t

the home of the

During the sessior, there:

ne Flocchini, and Barbara Cun-|

Long, he new president who pre-
sided over the program. Other

s{Joseph Frost, vice president;
Mrs.
Jeremiah R. Scott, Jr.,
trustees; Joseph
Miss Cecile Clarke, Slade Lu-
George Woodcock, one

A souvenir program for the

ble for the floral decorations,

paring for the individual gath-|
erings, and for the overall grand
festival, a parade with the
dragon, and all of the color
one finds in San Francisco. “It
is the happiest time of the
year,” he said, “for it brings
families together, and there is
the warmth of tradition.”

Mr. and Mrs. Moon Lee of
Weaverville, longtimé leaders in
Trinity County history, and who
cared for the Chinese Joss House

for many years, before it be-
came a state monument, at-
tended the meeting. Lee is a
State Highway Commissioner.
Together with Mr. -and Mrs.
Chinn, and Wong, the Lees tour-
ed the famous old Carson Man-
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and their life and expulsion from Eureka.

Donley sald the first Chinese
went into the mining country, of-
‘|ten taking over lesser diggings
abandoned by the whiteman. The
Orientals were adaptable to va-
rious' kinds of work,
household, laundering, fishin g,
gardening, cooking and other oc-
cupations. He said they were re-
corded as working in the woods
‘|in Humboldt County as early as

1851. .

California’s Chinese, who began am;fylngron the coast in 1845, and
continued to come to the state for many 'years, have as much right
te the title of “pioneer” as those who came over the Plains in covered
wagons, Humboldt County Historical Society members were told
Tuesday evening.

' Richard Donley, graduate student at Humboldt Junior High School
library, on the story of the Chinese in California, their dlfflcultles,\

|

from Carl M. Christensen; an old-
fashioned check protector for-
merly used in the Bank of Eureka,
from Fred G. McClaskey; a photo
of J. G. Loveren and his Duryea
model automobile from Mrs.
Genevieve Rohner; a clipping of
New Years in 1854 from Mrs.
Blanche Nelson. President Andrew
Genzoli acknowledged receipt of
the gifts with expression of thanks
from the society.

‘| Chinese provided cheap labor,

Uthe Orientals. He later changed

*lwere swayed against the Chinese.

‘| were southerners. They refused te

.|the moving of the Chinese out

;/islature.  There were numerous
|efforts to discourage the Chinese,

| tory, Donley said the first Chinese

In other parts of the state, the

and were put to work on rail-
road construction. The anti-
Chinese feeling in Eureka was not
unique at the- time, the speaker
said. Governor McDougal of Cali-
fornia at first welcomed and en-
couraged the Chinese to come to
the state, suggesting useless
swamplands to be turned over to

his aftitude, as public feelings

Donley said the first agitators
against the Chinese in the state,

accept the Chinese. Next, object-
ing to the Chinese were the
European elements, who agitated

without the assistance of the leg-

through taxes and other moves.
Dennis Kearney was one of the
worst agitators, heading a driv-
ing with the slogan, “The Chinese
Must Go.”

Looking over Humboldts his-

came to Trinity, which then in-
cluded Humboldt, in 1850 They
went to the gold country. In 1858,
census figures indicate 58 Chmese

{in Humboldt County, located in,



ior| cooler heads prevailed. It was the

ed first time in Eureka's history

e
%]

tMcalled out, Donley said. The local
:3\11 troops responded to a call by She-
sm riff T. M. Brown,- who feared
1d violence, or an attempt to storm

19
m
2d

Wiin the bay to handle the traffic;|®
®lsecondly, when the steamers ar-
18lrived in San Francisco, it ‘was
Bl 5 Sunday, and before the bay city
do| authorities knew it, the Chinese|-
ue | had left the ships and faded away
W linto the depths of the city. Don-|

ygbecoming rather common. Feb-
o ruary, 1885, a stray bullet killed

WM February 7, 1885, the Steamer
>w “Humboldt” had 135 expellees a-

Jdreka, tempers flared, with hang-

M|l authorities had realized what had
W happened at Eureka, it was cer-
18 | tain the Chinese would have never|
01| heen permitted to'land in an area
| || already crowded with Chinese.

[#]l The expulsion was not: ‘“com-
Uiliplete” in 1885, Donley said, for
€T}\ Chinese remained in the Hum-
tm‘ boldt area for a number of years,

e Bureka and Ferndale areas.;
In 1864-68, the growth was rapid,
and by 1874 there is evidence of
|a Chinatown in Eureka, with some
‘| of the Orientals leaving the mines
‘(for city life.

As Eureka’s Chinese population
\|grew, so did trouble, brewed by
two secret societies headed by
“high-binders,” whose job it was
to keep the Chinese in line, and
Ito collect certain tributes. In the
11880’s, there were numerous acts
of violence, with Chinese deaths

g Councilman David Kendal, on

9 board, and the “City of Chester,”
175. During the difficulty in Eu-
ing, burning being threatened
None of this took place because

g national guard troops were ever

‘the county jail which held many
of the Chinese.

Donley said the circumstances
of expulsion were “fortunate” for
those pushing the Chinese out of
Eureka. First, two steamers were

ley said if the San Francisco

| before the Orientals quit the area.
‘One Chinese man is known to
lhave remained in Humboldt. He
twas Charles Moon on the Thomas

gifts were received from a group
of members. Among the objects

received was an ox-horn vase
originally owned by the Charles
Smith family, from Mrs. Charles
R. Young, of Eureka and Shively;
an Indian basket from Mrs. Etta
McFarlan Reid and family; a

‘Bair ranch. It was pointed out|:
“there were others. Donley was|
Tpresented to the Humboldt County|’
1| Historical Society by Dr. Hyman
I"'Palais of Humboldt State College,
-{tland a trustee of the society.

' During the meeting, historicall

collection of R. J. Baker photos

-
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rcata had two thriving
Chinese settlements 84

By MONICA HADLEY

Many are familiar with the
story of how the Chinese were
driven out of Humboldt county in
(884 and how, for over 65 year:,
Orientals gave the county a wida
birth. Newspapers record the
story of how some white men ‘‘re-
fused to mind their own business’
and ventured into Eureka's Chi-
natown while a tong war was in
progress. One white man was
killed. ;

The next day all Chinese were
loaded up and shipped to San
t'rancisco. There was one excecp-
tion. That was Charlie Moon, a

~ook at the Tom Bair ranch at: |

Redwood Creek. This was consid-
ered “too great a distance to go”
for just one Chinese.

Byron Smith, who was six years
old at the time, recalls Arcata’s
{wo Chinese settlements well.

“My, but the Chinese. were

thick in Arcata. I was scared of
them — that was because my meo-
ther had cautioned me -against
them. I remember one time when
one of them was flying a kite and
it got caught in a tree. He called
to me to help him, but 1 was so
afraid that I ran.”
- One settlement of Chinese —
there must have been 50 of then:,
Byron recalls — was in what we
now call north Arcata.

“There were eight houses, all
two' stories, right in a row. They
were built by Ben Spalding (Mrs.
George Castner’s father), “Byron
explained. ;

These houses were located on
| the west side of H street between
18th and 19th streets.

The other Chinese settlement
1 was downtown on the south side
of 9th street between I and J
streets, right where the Purily
parking place is today. Byron
says there must have been 50 Chi-

THIS IS the only building still standing ‘
which was a part of the Chinese settlement before the
mass exodus of Chinese from Humboldt county in

1884. Located at 848 | St.,
and is due to be razed in the near future.

in. Arcata,

it belongs to Wes Downing

nese or more living there too.

One house, in which Byron
says the Chinese lived, still
stands. It is located at 848 L St.,
and is now owned by Wes Down-
ey, whose plumbing shop is next
door. The building is due teo be
torn down any time.

Byron says that he doesn’t
know why, but this was the oniy
house on this side of the sireet,
in which Chinese lived.

Byron remembers watching the
events after the man was killed
in Eureka’s Chinatown.

“All the Chinese in Arcata were
loaded into gravel wagons and
hauled to the depot. That’s right
where the post office is now
There they put them on the An-

nie and Mary, took them out to
the wharf and shipped them to
San Francisco.”

“I was just a little boy, but, ¢h
1 remember it well!”

The Chinese had heen brought
in to work in the mines. Howev-
er, they gradually left this work
to become cooks and do house-
hold work and laundry.

Newspaper stories of the day
recall that those who used Chi-
nese help in the home, really
missed them, particularly the
children.

Ed’s Note: This is the second
in a series of early days in Av-
cata related by Byron Smith, old-
est native Arcatan, who was born
June 8, 1878.
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of the County.
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aveolrend

‘ m, who came to Bureka in 188l for the puwrpose of resstablishing the
Congregational Church. Mr, Huntington had a lemg and interesting career, The folle
owing 4s from his oun life story. (Bot verbatum)

(pe 220)
\ section of the population of Eureka were chimamen, some threc er 400 in

number, with scarcely 1% of females among themThere was hers and there a fardly
but as a rule they were all mem, They were clianish, huddled together in small
tanements, bullt on one block of grouwnd callsd “Chinatcwm"Her: they spemt the night
emerging each morning to their various occupations, some as cooks and house servants
of white famil.to*om to laundries, scme to ]{‘a‘;g’sjm'd Mma. and some to mills
and factories, any place wpere they could find IQM + Chinatown was a public
offense and the occupants were victims of pop\dar\»tl‘d for many reasems, both good
and bad, Many of the reasomns ¢f hatred were no more pertinent to the Chinese tham
to the white population. Chinatown bad no sewage d:lmoul{ud all sewage remained
on the surface of the ground , also applicable to some whito\p-oplo. While the whites
were pitfied , the chinese were hated. Blame rested iith the authorities, who showld -
have providel sewers.

Chinatown was said to endanger the public morals by reason of their
use of opium, their habit of gambling, and their heathemish disregard of Christiam
worality, thus being hated as a menace to public morals. Nowever, if they gambdd,
it was among pfihemselves,as no white men went into Chinatown to gamble or disapate
uithopd.unor_shidcoy. If the Chinese drnnkttd.sktytheybought it in bulk and drank
it at home. No one ever saw a dru.ken chinaman drunk on the streets.They did not
loiter or drink in a bar or saloon. Ang yet they were hated as enemiss of society
and a danger to the morality of 2 great Christian city.

White people were not thus ostracised because of their undisguised
immorality. In what was ¢ 1led t e lower levels of the city were half a doz n
blocks ,morv or less, densely populated, in which § chaste woman coul’ not be found
and who were employing all the arts and devices known to the trade of the harlot,

(n




page Ze
to entice young men inte the meshes of destruction. Gamblyng saloons at every

corner stood open might and day. But though their moral effect was evil, it was
legalized by t)¢ government, encouraged and patronized by a numerous class of the
people, who vere most loud mouthed against the demorslization of Chinatowm. But
public morals wac not the true reason, always backed Dy the saloon gang in
persecuting the chinese.

sace hatred was intensified by the fact that though a weaker race and
in the minotity, the chinaman could beat the white man in gaining a living. They
kept thei. rociates well lined with noney and walked the strects wdth the indepandence
of the man who owes no man anytiuing. They would work, they would work all the t~
they woull work for what they could getjif they could not get high wages they would
work for low wsies; and they would adjust their expenses to their income., Every
Chinamar,whether he earned little of wuch, ainy! to be a quarter of a dollar better
in pocket at night than he was in ths morning. They sent their money home to
China, the did not spend money in saloons and were thereby hated; and as they bought
their supplies from Chinese werchants, the American merchents hated them, They were
clanish and selfish, worked for low wages and were hated by the white laboring
class,

About 1883 Charley Way Lum enters the picture. He was a a young chinamsm
wall dre-sed and well mannered, who was farst noticed at an evening church meeting.
Ho said he had be n in the San Francisco Chinese 'dssion, tm; he had learned a
14 1o an? was decirious of learning more. lis wes especislly desirous of leamming

Y

to read Znelish. Mr. Huntington suzil he would teach him on any nights except

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, on which 2,& he would o2 engaged. Charley came
on the other days, and Mrs dhungington su gest thet Charley dbring sows of his
friends, ar it woul. be simgle to have 1 &£ S yoon Lharl }

t A ’ I i 1 dite




r Huntington wroteg Ifound them alweys very responsive to favors cestowed
rery generous in retwrning equivalents. Thoy were well taught in theis

vevernacular tomgue , and quite apt to learn English. They not only learned te
read and write tie language,but they wers precocious in taking on the ideas of our
christian ocavilization.

vharley expressed a stromg desire to receive the rite of baptism amd be
received inte the chuwrch, After puttiygg him off from ome sacramental season to an
other, I told him that I would submit it to a vote of the churcl.So at our next
church meeting I stated the case to the ml#-preuntaum. telling the members
that I had put Charlsy off as lomg as I theught proper, and now I wanted the
church to decide the qgewtion, Contrary to what I kad expected, there was not ome
dissenting vote; and the following Swunday Charley was publicly baptised and
formally reesived into full fellowship, This was in November 1885. During the @/4)
following weck there was some disturbance in Chinatown. Seme M gh-binders(pro-
fessional gamblsrs) had come up from Sah Francisco , as they were wont to do
occasionally, to play th- bgs in Bureka and get away with their money. A quarrel
arose on Friday which led to the use of firearms., and about 5 efcloxk in the
evening, a random HifJ¢f/ shot threw a bullet across the street and killed a
white man as he was passing from his supper to his place of business, In less than
an hour the largest hall in town was full ¢f %0 a jam with an infurlated crowd of
nen fmdl‘ranhotuum.bmtuamqmm;e.h\dmthmmm
remonstrance of a few level headed business men of the city, saved Chinatown frem
being made a scene of slaughter and blood.For a resolution was actually proposed
to go in and massacre every chimaman in the place, And when this measure was
frowmed down, the next proposition was to loot ehinatowg, demolish their
tenements and drive the occupants beyend the city 1limits wisheltered and unprotected
But that would only make a bad matter worse.The nuisgnce would still be with us and
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ail lt)mmmnnuiuneobymortmdeaut\\uon. And finally the plan was
projected of shipping every chinmman in Humbolat County with their effects to
san Francisco. The steamer Humboldt wes in port to sajl Sunday morning and an
order was iscued that every chinaman in the county should be in the warechouss on the
dock on tures o'clock on Sauturday, ready to embark at daylight next morning. When
this resolution was adopted, I stepped to the platform and becened the crowd te
listen to me for a momantel said wa all deplore the death of our fellow citisen,ir.
Kendel, But no Chinaman nad a design on his life, His death  was entirely aceidental
The Chinaman who fired the shot is guilty of violating 2 city ordnance, and is
liable for all the consequences and should be summarily punished. But the rank and
file of th. people in chinawwﬁn as innocent of the death of Mr, Kendal as I am,
They pay their rent, they mind their own business and you have no more right te
drive them f:on their homes than you have to drive me from my home, If chinamen
have no character,white men ought to have some, By enforcing this resolution you
become the outlaws and are amenable as sugh to the courts of Justice.Mr, Rish
the rdnister of the Hethodist Church followe:. me with a few corroberating words,
advising the crowd to abstain from violence and do no evil that good ms$ come, But
all to no purpose.At the dawn of the next day af gallows was erected 4in the street
that run tlwough Chinatowmrdth a sign nailed to it thusy

"Any chinaman secn on the street after three o'clock today will be hung to

this gallows"
ivery dray and express wogon in tihs city wers putl ##/ in requisition. The
china stores, of which there were more than one, witn stocks varying from $500.00
to $2,000.00 in value were violsntly invaded in the preserce of the owners, and &
their contents were hauled to the warehouse.Likewise every tenement was erptied of
all their belongings.Teams were sent into the country in all directions, and all
faim hands,all esployees in camps and mills were forecod to leave taeir onployment
and were brou :t to town and corralled in the warchouse on the wharf.
A chinomon gardner who lived in the suburbs of the city,and who knew

notidng of the excitement , was called upon by the F{JI vigilence cormittee Saturday
morning and ordered to leave his home an' his business amni be at the warehouse at




-
Un‘a‘éo'cbck w ssil next morning for San Francisco. It was all a surprise to him,
He had heard oif no trouble.His gard:"n: was full of vegetables, and he had ten fat
lwgs in his pen ready ‘or market. e sold his vegetables in tewn every day ifrom
baskets borne on his shoulder, and was a psaceable, inoffensive man. e inquired
“uly,what have I done?" Replys "You are a chinaman and you must go.

"What aha;ll I do with my property?”

"Do what you darm please with it, you must leave today] no ehinaman

gan live in Humboldt County®

"he chinaman was defensseless. He must obey the order of the mob under
pedn of death, The keeper of the County iospital, Fr. G411, his noxt nehghbor
msfricrﬂlytoh&nandhoeﬂledonhimforadv&«.!‘!rﬂinum.dhﬁ.mmwvmm
no other way but to go. If he resisted the order he would suffer viclenss, Said heg
we are under a reign of terrorgthe law is powerlessj your friends are mmm.+u
the safest way is to submii.He had confidence in Mr. 0411, and consigned into his
hands his entire effeets, to dispose of as best he could, and remil the avails te
him in San Fpancisoo, and took his place in the warehouss,

Charley Way Lum as the representative of cur little class of puplls
oantonon&aturdnymnﬂuform;lwldmthmmg but one thing
to do.If I should attempt to protect you my own 1life would be in danger,and this
church property would be in danger,.The law is powerlese ond its officers can do
: mm1n+nn1;t}uywora disposed to. And I a.dﬁoed him to go ond suhmi%annﬁ]
to the grevious wrong. By five oclock that day,Chinatown was erptyThe dennizens an.4d
their belongings had remgved to the wharf, and wagon loads from the country were
coming to swell the crowd and give emphasis to the tragedy.

In the afternoon about 2 oclock Charley ealled at the parsonage on his
way to the wharf, I was absent at the time, but my wife and daughter were there.
Irmediately our back yard was filled with an excited crowd of men and boys. They §
gave a loud rap at the back door which was opened by Mrs, Huntingten, and with a
loud voice they inggired "Where is that Chinaman?" She said"Charley is here on his
way to the wharfjhe barely called to say good byo and ask the prayers of the family




siezed him by his qewe, Mrs.
dm, ho is a good DOy a'w on
o hoodlwas £
Yy gallows and pue W noose
wonle without a word of remomstranes
T anyon lse until Rev. ¥r. Rich of the Methodist Church aporoached
nd with stentorian voice said "Boys take that that rope of f that boy's
weck! If you bang him you'll hang him over my dead body® The effect was like a
Jdap of thunder. They dropped the rope, siezed Charley by his geweand hauled him 5
hlocks to ihe warehouse and herded him wAth the rest of his countrymen wndsr guard,
/hen it was all over I retwrned home to find my wife and danghter
overcome by their shocking sxpericnce,zs they relaged the detalls of the affair,
They called uy atbention to the Bible, gloves and wnbrella vhich Charley had left
on the tabls.l tock them in my hand to take them to him, As I passed the crowd near
the gallows, a loud voice out of the crowd 8214" Any man w#mp‘mul fiith & China-
man owhi 10 Le hungy and I would like to have hold of the rops and help draw Mn
“pl
I went to the warshouse and after a long parley with the guard I was
allowsd to pass in.I found Charley in a remote cormor of the room crying, with
t4a olac-mates around him.As I gave him his things he said,"They scared me almost
to death,dr.buntington® I comforted him us well as I could
The next morning they all embarked for fan Francisco,.
ot
Coments At the time the above was writtem, many ye.rs lator there wore "(Ath few
ex«ptions} any chinamen in Humboldt. ir Tom Beir retoined hs cook, but it 4is
sald he hul to threaten Lo kill anyone wiho layed a han' on his cook.
The story of tids expulsion is known to most chinese. As late as 1960

T hat o chiness boykYoungman) in S.F. when asked if he had sver been to Humbold$
say "Whatl me a chinese go to Hurabol it?

The above read to the Huboldt County

: it County Historical Society at the
regular meeting of Oct. 27, 1964 Celon H 4

i el giirdymnd liuntj.;xgw.:z. by 2l Thomas H. Honxoe, Ret., a
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THE CHINESE RECALLED — The expulsion o
the Chinese from Humboldt County in 1885 was thg
subject of an interesting talk given before member
of the Humboldt County Historical Society at theij
last meeting by Col. Thomas H. Monroe (U.S.A., re
tired).

Col. Monroe, President of the Society, is the
grandson of Rev. C. A. Huntington who came to Euf
reka in 1881 for the purpose of re-establishing the
Congregational Church.

When Rev. Huntington arrived in Eureka he
found that some three or four hundred Chinese lived
in the city. They were huddled together in smal
shacks built in the area of Fourth Street betweer
E and F which was known locally as ‘‘Chinatown.’
There were few idle Chinese, it was said. Most o
them worked as cooks, house servants of white fam-
ilies, in laundries, some where gardeners and a few
shopkeepers.

Race hatred was intensified, the speaker said,
because, though a weaker race and in the minority,
the Chinaman could usually beat the white man in
making a living. The Chinese would work for what
they could get. If they could not get high wages
they would work for low wages and they would ad-
just their expenses to income.

Every Chinaman, Col. Monroe said, whether he |
earned little or much, aimed to be a quarter of a
dollar better in pocket at night that he was in the
morning. They sent their money home to China; they
did not spend money in the local saloons and were
thus despised. Local storekeepers disliked them be-|
cause they bought all their supplies from Chinese|C
merchants. \ : W

The trouble in Eureka started on February 6, 1885,
when David C. Kendall, a city councilman, was killed
by a stray bullet from the gun of one of two quarrel-
ing Chinamen. The incident played directly into th
hands of an element in Eureka that had been clamr
ing ‘““The Chinese Must Go.” &

In less than an hour after the shooting of Mr,|
Kendall, the largest hall in Eureka was filled with '@
an infuriated crowd of men from all ranks of society.
They were bent on revenge. Nothing but cool re-\®
monstrance of a few level headed businessmen
of the city saved Chinatown from being made al®
scene of slaughter and bloodshed.
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A resolution was proposed to go in and massacre
every Chinaman in the place. And when this measure
was rejected, the next proposition was to loot China-
town, demolish their elements and drive the occu-
pants beyond the city limits. Finally, the plan was
projected of shipping every Chinaman in Humboldt
County to San Francisco.

The steamer Humboldt was in port to sail Sun- »
day morning and an order was issued that all Chinese b
in the county should be in the warehouse at the foot a
of E Street on Saturday, ready to embark at day-|
light the next morning. When this resolution was|g
proposed, Col. Monroe’s grandfather stepped to the |
platform and asked the crowd to listen to him for a i
moment. He said that all the citizens deplored the
death of Mr. Kendall, but no Chinaman had a design
on his life. His death was entirely accidental. The
Chinaman who fired the shot should be summarily
punished, but the rank and file of the people :n
Chinatown were innocent, he pleaded.

“They pay their rent, they mind their own busi-
ness and you have no more right to drive them from
their homes than you have to drive me from my
home,” Rev. Huntington told the crowd. “If China-
men have no character, white men ought to have
some. By enforcing this resolution you become the
outlaws and are amenable as such to the courts of
justice.” But Rev. Huntington’s efforts were to no
avail.

At dawn the next day a gallows was erected on
Fourth Street. A sign nailed to it read: “Any China-
man seen on the street after three o’clock today will
be hung to this gallows.” ‘

Every wagon in the city was put in requisition,
Col. Monroe stated. The China stores were invaded
in the presence of their owners and the contents
hauled to the warehouse. Fourth Street was the
scene of much activity. Piles of household belong-
ings, clothing and merchandise were heaped into the
street and loaded into wagons. The streets were
crowded with people who watched the movements of
the Chinese with close interest. The people were or-
derly, and the Chinese were not molested. Before
noon all the personal belongings had been trans-
ferred to the wharf to be placed aboard two steamers
which were in the harbor at the time, the City of
Chester and the Humboldt. Feb. g

The steamers were barbound until Februarx 14
when they crossed out at 6 a.m. and arrived in ¢ an|
Francisco the next morning. It was a Sunday and the;"(I
Chinese quietly took their belongings and scattered!!
through the lanes and alleys of San Francisco’s 1
famous Chinatown.

It is known that a few Chinese did remain in F
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Humboldt County, some of them living in the Arcatan
area. But they gradually left and after 1886 there
was apparently only one Chinaman left in Hum-
boldt. He was Charlie Moon who worked as a cook4
for Tom Bair on his ranch at Redwood Creek. It
is said that Bair threatened to shoot anyone who
laid a hand on Charlie. Well-liked and highly re-
spected, Charlie was known to many présent day
Eurekans. He married an Indian woman and raised
a large family. '

|
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A Transplanted Jasmine’s Confusion

When the Chinese lived in Eureka prior to their
expulsion in 1885, they carried on the traditions of their
native land. There were times when it was difficult for
them to reconcile themselves to the ways of the new and
strange land.

So, from the confusion between the races there is
a story in Humboldt County’s annals containing a ro-
mantic touch. Far behind ‘and across the Pacific were. -
the lotus blossoms, the old temples. Instead, the setting
is the saw-mill town of Eureka on the edge of Hum-
boldt Bay. ; g

‘Marriage, American Style’

Mun Ching was a Chinese merchant with aristo-
cratic qualities. He was a leading figure in the Oriental
colony, and on this particular occasion (the year and
the month: May, 1871), he went to court claiming a
pretty young thing, named Qui Com, owed him over
$300. If not just the money, in lieu, three years of serv-
ice for her passage from China.

Sometime after she had been in Eureka, she fell
in love with another countryman named Ah Sou. One
day she brought up the idea of getting married “‘Ameri-
can style.” It was agreeable with Ah Sou, so they
found a clergyman and the ceremony was performed
and the lovers united.

The day after the wedding, Ah Sou removed his
spouse to his residence on Fifth Avenue in Arcata,
Ivfhere they planned to settle down to a blissful married
ife.

“Alas! Alas! How little did he think what dire-
filled change was soon to come o’er the spirit of his
dreams!” wrote a rather dramatic reporter.

“The implacable Mun Ching, not knowing where
Qui Com had gone, and supposing she was trying to
steal herself from him, went before Judge Tompkins.
By means of a false affidavit he procured a warrant
for her arrest for grand larceny. As the sequel reveals,
he intended using the warrant to get possession of
Qui Com, when the criminal prosecution was to have
been abandoned.

“The warrant was left in the hands of Esquire
Tompkins until the whereabouts of Qui Com would be
ascertained. Mun Ching then sent emissaries to Arcata
who found her out. They took her by force and put
her on board the steamer just as it was about to sail
for Crescent City, with the intention of taking her away
from her true and loving husband and selling her to
some celestial denizen of that arcadian retreat.”

And, Now Dramatic Action

There is a flavor of melodrama, as the reporter
rushed his story to a finish:

By chance, Ah Sou ascertained his beloved was
foully held in durance vile and he rushed to and fro in
a distracted manner while Lung Chung (Judge Wy-
man’s cook), his devoted and more practical friend, set
off post haste to Esquire Tompkins for a warrant. Es-
quire Tompkins gave Lung Chung the warrent Mun
Ching had procurred, and supposing they had now
found the defendant, rushed to arrest her. Depuly
James F. Denny went to the steamer where he found
the ship just pulling away from the wharf. He ar-
rested Qui Com, dropped her over on the wharf,
knocked down one of the Chinese who had possession
of her, and who attempted to interfere. The deputy
bore off the charming maiden in triumph—to jail. Lung
Chung, on behalf of Ah Sou employed attorneys to de-
fend Qui Com, but Mun Ching abandoned the prosecu-
tion. He now realized his dangerous position in the case.

Viewing the excitement from an experienced eye,
the editor read the reporter’s story and then added:
“In fact it was no part of Mun Ching’s game to prose-
cute her, for she had stolen nothing from him but her-
self, which under the fifteenth amendment is consid-
ered legitimate. She is accordingly discharged.

“Thus was justice vindicated and virtue protected
by law.”

Now, if this was a fairy story, we would add, “Qui
Com and Ah Sou lived happily ever after.”

I am sure they did.
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HANG ALL THE CHINESE!’

umboldt’s Expulsion Of The Chinese

_ The corner of 4th and F Streets where the fatal shooting cccured. Both white
and Chinese residents are visible.

By F.T. Onstine

""Hang him! 'Hang him! Hang all the
Chinamen!" An enraged crowd surged
around the Chinese prisoner. Atlastand

With great aiiiiculty, the police were able
to get their badly beaten suspect to jail.
The size of the mob continued to grow and
soon amounted to several hundred.
The delapidated shacks of Eureka's Chi-
natown resounded with the cries for Chi-
nese blood.

Itwas 6:00p.m. , February 6, 1885 - the
long simmering hatred of Eureka's white
residents for the Chinese had finally come
to a head. A few minutes earlier David
Kendall, a prominent citizenand mempber
of the City Council, had heard gun shots
coming from Chinatown. His curiosity
aroused, Kendall went to investigate and
was fatally wounded by a stray bullet. Af-
ter the police hadled away a Chinese sus-
pect, the Humboldt Times-Telephone re-
ported that ", . . about this time news
came from the house of Mr. Kendall that
he was dead. This news went through the
crowd like a flash. It was then proposed
to hold a meeting at Centennial Hall. A
bell was brought out, the hall was lighted
up, and in less than twenty minutes after
Mr. Kendall was shot there was as many
as six hundred men in the hall . . ."

"The audience was tremendously exci-
ted and if any direct clue to the culprits
had been known they would have inevitably
swung from the nearest lamp post. The
utter impossibility of identifying the guil-
ty parties proved however an insurmoun-
table impediment to their punishment."
Instead, it was decided to give the Chi
24 hours to get out of town. The Times
Telephone continued: "We trust that wise

counsels will prevail today and that no
extreme measures will be resorted to.
This would only involve the loss ofiife and
property. But the Chinese must go. The

life of the late lamented Kendall could not
be atoned by the stretching of one hundred
of their worthless necks.'

The resolution djd not pass unanimous-
iy, Rev. <A BUutmgion was one oi e
few courageous enough to speak against
it: "...we all deplore the death of our
fellow citizen, Mr. Kendall. But no Chi-
naman had any design on his life.” His
death was entirely accidental. The Chi-
naman who fired the shotis guilty. . . But
the rank and file of the people in China-
town are as innocent of the death of Mr.
Kendall as Iam . . . You have no more
right to drive them from their homes than
you have to drive me from my home. '
Rev. Huntington was later hung in effigy
for his efforts.

By the evening of the 6thevery Chinese
in Eureka, about 250 in all, was prepar-
ing to leave. The next morningthey were
placed aboard two steamers that happened
to be in the harbor and sent to San Fran-
cisco. The eviction proceeded peace-
fully although a few ''jokesters' erecteda
gallows on FourthSt. witha signreading:
""Any Chinaman seen on the street after
three o'clock today will be hung to this
gallows. "

jLOU BRERO™
EMOTORCYCLE
SCONSULTANT

BoY APPOINTHENT DMLY 822-232

s s ——

o A ———

"4, one writer notwes:

On Feb. 7 another meeting was called
at Centennial Hall and the following reso-
lution passed:

""1) Thatall Chinamenbe expelled from
the city and that none be allowed to return.

2) That a committee be appointed to act
for one year whose duty shall be towarn
all Chinamen who may attempt to come to
this place toleave, and to use all reason~
able means to prevent their remaining.
If the warning is disregarded to call a
mass meeting of citizens to whom the case
will be referred for proper action.

3) That a notice be issued to all prop~
erty owners through the daily papers re-
questing them to not lease or rent prop-
erty to Chinese."

And, for good measure:

"'4) Every man who has no visible means
of support and who habituates houses of
prostitution or gambling dens, be allowed
until Sunday, the 14th of Feb., 1885 to
leave this city."

Eureka's example was followed by the
towns of Rohnerville, Springville (For-
tuna), and Ferndale. Arcata also went
along and gave its Chinese residents un-
til Feb. 11 to leave.

The reasons for the expulsion obvious-
ly lie much deeper than Kendall's acci-
dental death. Of the many complaints
leveled against the Chineses prior to Feb.

T Eureka Citizens
hated the Chinese because of the filth and
violent odor coming from their open sew-
age; but thig was not the fault of the Chi-
nese, ofr it was the duty of the author-
ities to establish sewers and abate the
nuisance. The Eureka citizens hated the
Chinese because they used opium; yet the
citynever passed an ordinance to prohi-
bit its use. The Eureka citizens hated
the Chinese because of their habit of gam-~
bling; but they gambled only among them-
selves and bought their whiskey in bulk
to drink at home. The Eureka citizens
hated the Chinese because of their bro-
thels; yetthe white section of Eureka con-
tained many houses of prostitutionlegal-
ized by the government. Inbrief, the ex-
pulsion of the Chinese cannotbe justified
on social grounds, for the 'plague spots'
could have beenlegally eliminated." Un-
derlying all was undoubtedly the hatred
of the Chinese because they were Chi-
nese. The Times-Telephone had pre-




In 1906 Chinese workers were again expelled.
the wharf where they were shipped to Gunther Island to await an outbound steamer.

These were taken by boxcar to

viously hinted darkly about "'wiping out
Chinatown' and seldom lost an opportu-
nity to ridicule the Chinese, their cus-
‘toms and beliefs. Beatings and verbal a-
buse of the Chinese were common in Eur-
eka. The local children also had a hand
in the fun, as the GrandJury reported in
1876: "It has come to the attention of the
Grand Jury that some of the boys of the
City of Eureka are permitted to congre-
gate in crowds around the houses ocen-
pied by the Chinese and stone and other-
wise molest them, and the Grand Jury,
believing that such conduct on the part
of the boys, in the future, if it has not
already, may lead to serious results."
There are, up to the present day,
stories of Humboldt County residents be~
ing snubbed by the Chinese in San Fran-
cisco; after their treatment in the "Heart
of the Redwoods'' it's not difficult to see
why.
Inthe years following 1855 the few Chi-
nese who had the timerity to return were
repeatedly driven out. The last such in-

cidentoccured in 1906 when the Starbuck
Tallant Canning Co. near Ferndale hired.
23 Chinese and 4 Japanese labourers.
Ferndale was condemned for having '"con-
taminated the air of the county with the
filthy Chinese whom the fathers of the
present were forced to resort to stren-
uous means to eject.' The Ferndale cit-
izens decided that the Chinese should go.
They were shipped in aboxcar to the rail-
road wharf in Eureka and then sent, un-

der guard, to an old ccekhouse on Gun-

ther Island to await thi#eparture of a
steamer bound for Portland. As in the
past, the white citizens were quite proud
of their actions. Donations were taken
to feed the Chinese and pay for their pas-
sage. Thelistof "Anti-Chinese Contrib-
utors" was published in the local news-
papers ''. .. so that posterity mayrun
back over them and see who was instru-
mental in ejecting the Chinese from the
county in 1906."

The Humboldt Times was still boasting
of the absence of "Chinks'' from the area
as late as 1937.
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RACISM

Recently. ..very recently...a supple-
ment on Meeting the Needs of Disadvan-
taged Persons was submitted to the West-
ern Association of Schools and Colleges
by the administration at College of the
Redwoods. The college is currently un-
dergoing evaluation for accredidation
purposes. The supplement is intended
to convince the accrediting team, spe-
cifically the one Spanish member, that
something is being done for the minor-
ity population of Humboldt County.

The supplement is very imaginative.
It contains nine pages of actual text, and
numerous charts, graphs, maps, etc.
Humboldt County is analyzed according
to its racial, ethnic, and socio-econo-
mic composition, College of the Red-
woods is analyzed as little as possible,
and the entire community patted on the

head for its solicitous treatment of Dis-
advantaged Persons.

The rest of the report describes what
C.0.R. has done, is doing, and will do
for its minority students. Aside from
cooperating with various Federal pro-
grams giving financial aid to poorer stu-
dents, the following assistence exists:
1. There are remedial English and Math-
ematics classes. '"In order not to dis-
criminate against these individuals, they
are integrated into regular mathematics
and English classes. They are identified
by questionnaires for their instructors
Sic regarding vocational aims."
2. There is a Faculty Committee on In-
dian Opportunity. Each year a member
is sent to various meetings tolearnwhat
other schools are doing about Indian Ed-
ucation. The committee also established

a club for Indians (note paternalism).
The club is rumored to be defunct.

3. There are evening classes, registra-
tion, and counseling services in Hoopa.
This is no more than the college does for
other outlying communities. i

Assorted facts included in the supple-
ment, though of no particular pertinance
to minority students at C.O.R.: A ramp
for handicapped people in wheelchairs
has been built; and there are 18 Indians
in a teacher training program at HSC

The supplement informs us thgt minor-
ities are well-represented on advisory
committees (note "advisory"). Repre-
sentation consists of two experts on In-
dian affairs, peesumably not Indians or
it would have been mentioned. The college
also works closely with community org-
anizations of an indefinite nature on the
problems of educating the Disadvantaged.

Junior Colleges traditionally attempt
to syphon off minority students into ter-
minal, rather than transfer courses.
This is apparently true of C.O.R. The
Supplement analyzes the ethnic distribu-
tion of the student body in terms of en-
rollment in Vocation-Technical pro-
grams, not in terms of the student body
as a whole. There is no mention made
of the number of minority transfer stu-
dents. Apparently, any minority stu-
dent wishing to continue at a four year
institution is on his own.

It may be argued that the emphasis on
vocational education is justified in view
of Humboldt County's depressed econo-
my. This is true of the area as it now
exists. However Eureka, resist though
it may the development of new industry,

will someday Tequire a supply of white

collar management trained personnel.
Also, notall students desire to be train-
ed for occupations for the most part ori-
ented to the rural North Coast area.
The final pages of the supplement are
devoted to "Immediate and Long Range
Plans." These include the conclusion of
a report on ethnic distribution en cam-
pus, the establishment of a $150, 000 For-

_ester Aide Program (to be funded by the

Bureau of Indian Affairs), and a second
attempt to set up a branch of the college
in the form of an apprentice trainingpro-
gram at Hoopa. These last twoprograms
seem aimed at keeping Indians as close
to the reservation aspossible. One just-
ification given for the forester aidepro-
gram is it would help Indians "learn skills
usable ‘en the Hoopa reservation where
forestry is the major enterprise.'
There is an ethnic studies class offered
by the Humanities Department. The in-
structor is qualified by virtue of a spec-

ialization in minority studies certified

by the Staie Department, well-known for

_its expertise in the subject.

Over-all, the report reads like a last
minute term paper by a freshman who
has done inadequate research and who
realizes it at 2am the day the paper is due.
There are numerous grammar and com~
position errors aswell as a few none se-
quitors. The supplement will fool no one,
the tragedy is that it was considered
necessary. We are not really closer
to achieving dignity and respect for all
human beings; but we are beginning to
feel guilty about our lack of response to
the problems of certain groups. Is this
really better ?





