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SALE OF

i By MRS. EUGENE FOUNTAIN

~ The NEWKIRK and McNAY
building is arother of the group
which the fire of 1875 destroyed.
It probably stood near the middle
of the block between‘I_g and H
streets, on the north side of
Ninth Street (Lot 5-Block 194).
On November 1, 1854 Charles
H. DAVIDSON sold to the two
ahove men, lot 5 for $725.00
which indicates that the building
was erected before 1854, as bare
lots were not that valuable.
Mr. Davidson had advertised
i in the first issue of the Humboldt
Times, on September 2, 1854,
that he was engaged in gunsmith
ing and repairing on the north
1side of the public square. He had
I purchased lot § of that year from
'John BURMAN. In frontlier com-
munities the gunsmith was near-
ly as essential as the physician,
so that after gunsmith Davidson
departed, his successor H. Mec
NAY was no doubt welcomed.
On May 22, 1856, Mr. McNay
married [Elizabeth DANSKIN,
daughter of prominent Union
pionecr. In July of that year, Mc-
Nay was a member of the com-
mittee arranging the Fourth of
July dance to be held at Union.
January first of that year, Mec-
Nay had assumed the duties of
Treasurer of Humboldt County.
The [ollowing year he sold his
rinterest in the building under
I discussion lo his partner, Isaac
Newkirk. The latter was men-
tioned in Murdock’s “A  Back-
ward glance at Eighty”, but not
‘hy name.
! Charles Murdock explained
.ithat his father was an invelerate
trac}ver. “When my father, in one
of his numerous trades, hought
aout the only tinshop and put me

o

in charge he changed my life
and endangered my disposition.
The tinsmith left the county and
1 was left with the tools and the

material, the only tinsmith in
Humboldt County. “How I strug-
gled and bungled!”

From the Court House records
tl}e preceding statement is veri-
fied, for on June 1, 1858 Isaac J.
NEWKIRK decded to A. H, Mur-
dock, lots 5, 6, 7, block 194 for
$2,000. About the same time Mr.
Newkirk hecame the owner of
the Valley otel in Hoopa Val-
ley with a farm and f{erry in con-
nection, which must have been
acquired in payment for the Tin-
shop, since Charles Murdock said
it was a trade. The Tinshop busi-
ness seems to have been moved
to the Murdock Building on the
northeast corner of 9 and G
streets, and the ‘“Northern Cali-

fornia”, in which Murdock, Se-
‘nior, had the controlling interest,
occupied the west half of the
building illustrated herewith, in
place of the Tinshop.

After Mc¢Nay bhecame County
Treasurcr, Charles SCHUMACH-

- OF PROPERTY FEATURED ,
IN EARLY HISTORICAL ARTICLE

|
|
i
|
|
|
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ER became the Union gunsmith.

The Times announced on Oc-!
tober 25, 1856, that he was deal-
er in rifles, shot guns, pistols, |
powder, lead, caps etc., and that'
his shop was in the building next
to Bowls and Codington Store.
(This store was on the corner
now occupied by the Arcata Ho-
tel.) In December, 1856, C. Schu-
macher moved to the east side
of the plaza, when he purchased
lot 7 in block 166 of R. J. WIN-
DERS. GEORGE OUSLEY then
moved into the east half of this
structure, vacated by Schumach-
er and ran a sadellery and har-
ness shop for Murdock, who own-
.ed the building. In May, 1859 he
purchased the business, continu-
ing in the same location until
February 1860, when he moved
to the northwest corner of 9th
and H streets,

In September, 1865, the U. S.-
government paid NEWKIRK and
Almonzo Norton $13,206 for their
property in the Hoopa Reserva-
tion which may have been the
hotel property and farm there.
Norton subseguently settled at

Blue Lake. ‘
The Arcata Union in its De-
cember 26, 1896 issue carried the
ifollowing obituary of Isaas .J.
NEWKIRK. “Thomas Vann -has
*handed the Arcata Union a copy
of the St. Helena Star of Decem-
iber 4, which contains an account
"of the death in Honolulu on No
vember 21 of 1. J. NEWKIRK.
{Degeased came to Arcata in the
spring.of 1854 and opened a Tin-
shop: and store about where
Bull’s butcher ‘shop now stands.
{He was successful in -business
Jand two years later the young
'lady to whoin lic was engaged
;;ame out and they were married
“here.

Accumulating cons.iderable
! money, Mr. NEWKIRK moved to

)
Friday, June 22, 1956 —
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Hoopa a few years later, where

he resided for some years and

left in.1864: Locating'in SOLA-

'NO County, he invested in land.

| when "prices were Iow, and ac-

quired considerable wealth. He-

owned a nice farm near Napa,.

where he resided of late years, .
and where his wife died two-

years ago. The couple never had

| any children. Mr. NEWKIRK.

{was a member of* St.- Helena- .
Lodge F. &AM.” He was a na-

tive of Ohio-and abuui sixty-nine

years of age at his death.
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I Union Company, told me that the

'party on the Ryerson sailed up

‘March, but were wrecked near| -
Crescent City. Later the brig,!

by MRS. EUGENE FOUNTAIN

Albert H. Murdock left San
Francisco before the members of
the Union Company, which
founded Umion, hut arrived after
Ithey did. Captain William Tiche-
nor sailed in the Jacob M. Ryer-
lson March 20th, 1850 with the
Union Company as passengers.
| William Preston, whose father
and uncle were members of the

group had leased the ship. The

‘Eel River by mistake and then
walked over to Humboldt Bay.
. Murdock was one of the com-
pany which chartered the sailing
vessel, the “Paragon”, at San
Francisco. Captain Liscom, Wil-
Jliam Wall and Dunbar Averell
were also on board. They started
up ‘the coast in the middle of

“Cameo” appeared and took Ave-
rell and the greater number back .
to San Francisco. Averell return-
ed very soon on the “Emily Farn-.

ham but- Murdock is said to
‘have come to Union overland |-
from Crescent City.

If. geems strange that Captain/

' Liscom was aboard the “Para;
#

gon”, since he was listed in the
Union Company. But Mr. Averell
‘said James Light and Captain
‘Liscom were the principal own-
‘ers of the schooner, which was
commanded by Captain March.
‘Murdock acted as secretary fer
‘the company.
'‘EARLY STORE
i Murdock and Liscom seem to.
have had one of the first stores:
in Union in 1850, according to;
‘a list of prov151ons ordered from |
San Francisco in such quant1t1es|
ithat they could only be meant
for trade purposes. In October, ;
18504 Murdock . bought Lot 7,
iBlock 168, of Arter Graham. This
was later the location of William |
Martin's and Henry Wyman’s|
store, which was the subject of |
the second article in this series.
No doubt the original store huild-|
ing was a rude structure, covered ;
with siding procured by mecans:
of the frow and whipsaw, as the
(sawmill had not yet been intro-
;duced at Union.
{ In March 1851, Murdock pur-
'chased lots at the northeast cor-
‘ner of 9th and G Streets from
1Thomas Sebring, and the huild--
|ing pictured here was prohdbly
built around 1853, when the Tit- '
low sawmill began operations. i
"FIRST POST OFFICE ‘1
In ihe Arcata Union of Feb- '
ruary 2, 1946-Harry Nixon stated
‘that the First post office was es-
tablished at Union in 1853, w1Lh.

[MORE GLIMPSES OF EARLY DAYS
|IN ARCATA; MURBQCK HALL




. Jwere,_ loeatéd

- A. Murdock as postmaster. Inl‘
July, 1854 he beeame-Humboldt,
 County Treasurer. The Humgboldt
| Timlés 6t Junie 10; 1855 éontained '
the following, notice: “Licenses
| to. businessés: 7. A. H. Murdock, -
amboldt: County at

he .county offices |
.in the Murdock |
building in-1855; as Murdock had

'+ offered- the lowest bid for their
. 'rental. H2"was no longer keeping

store in his building, according
ito his son Charles in “A Back-

Jward Glance at Eighty”, who tells |

of the arrival of his mother, ten-|
|year old sister Mary, and seven-|
|year old brother George and

‘ himself from Massachusetts in

. August, 1855. :

“A single horse drew a flat
‘car - carrying passengers and
fyeight. It was the nearest ap-
proach to a railroad in the State
‘of California at the time. It
jseemed that we were met by the

',éntire population, for the arrival
"1of the steamer with mail and pas-’
,,s" ngers was the event of the,

"|southwest corner of the Plaza
.iwhich we crossed diagnally to

‘m‘onth."l‘he station was near the

“he post effice, housed in a build-

~thg- that had beem my father's’
..store until he sold out the year

before, when he was elected to

"“the Assembly. Murdock’s Hall
..was_in the secend story, and a

little north stood, a zine house

' ‘that was to:le our home. It had:
. been shipped first to San Fran- !

cisgo. and then to Humboldt. My
“bréther and I occupied a cham-

. ber. gver the post office and he

became adept in going to sleep
on the parlor sofa every night -
and lager going to bed in the
store without waking, dodging
-all obstructing objects ‘and un-
dressing while sound esleep, We
had no pump; all the water we

Jdused -1 brought from a spring in
' the edge of the woods, the one

tfound by the Gregg party on

/| the night of Christmas, 1849”,

i . On May, 1 1856 the county

K offices were moved to Eureka:
- ahd on-Mby 8, 1856 the Times an- |

~nounced that Murdock - had re-
turn to hig old “Pioneer Place”,
-ppening a Yeceiving and #orward.
ing commission house". This still’

“left ropm for a library which !
-~ Charles; and his mother started.

They cdvered all the books as an

" economical necessity, according
-to’ Charles, who also started
‘,‘gj}“og)l, “There was no s¢hool in

e town when Weé" cdme: - It
troubled my mother that my
brother and sister must be with-
out lessons, Several other small
' children were deprived of an op-:
portunily also. In the emergency,
we cleaned out a room in the
store formerly occupied by a-
l.county officer.

[SCHOOL STARTED

“I organized a very primary:
schools 1 was almost 15, but the 3
"cpéldggnpwere good and manage-

Wtecls b
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able. I, did not have very many,
and fortunately I was not called
upon to teach very long. There
came to town a clever man, Ro-
‘bert Desty, who wanted to teach.
{ He suggested I give up my school
and become a pupil of his.”

“There was a school for older|

children in Union, and private’
schools were
time {o time, but the matter of
schools
here.

On Ociober 25, 1856,
Elder,
erville,
building,
north side of the Plaza. On June
1, 1858, Charles Murdock was in
charge of a tinshop here. The
‘“Northern Califorian” of April 6,
1859 stated, “C. A. Murdock at
)old Pioneer Stand in the Post
Office Building, stoves and tin-
ware”’.

Three or four years later, Dr.
|Isaac Parry moved to Arcatav
\openmg a drug and book store’
in the post office building, later
taking as partner Mr. Simpson.
On November 1871, the Times
stated: “Dr. C. C. Bowen of Ar-
cata has purchased the stock of
drugs and business of Parry and
Simpson. A Temperance Saloon
will be opened in the room lately
occupied as a drugstore by Wil-
liam H. Wall, who is also pro-
prietor of the skating rink jn the
second story”. N

Charles Murdock mﬂntlons the -
drugstore in his father's building
in the following extract: “The
singing schoel was pleasure--
yielding, its greatest joy being
incidental.  When I could cut.
ahead of a chum taking a girl:
home and shamelessly trip him’
up with a stretehed rope and get
back in the drugstore and he
curled up in the woodhox when
he reached his final clestmatmn
I am afraid I took unholy joy”.
‘No doubt Charles indulged in
‘equally playful jokes after danc-
'ing school, which met at Mur-.
rdocks Iall and was taught by G.
| W. Brower, twelve lessons for’
twenty dollars. In #pite of this
slight tinge of sadism, Charles
later became the pillar of the
Unitarian Church in San Fran-.
cisco and was greatly respected.
He was also elcted to the Assem--

D. M.
who had a store in Weav-

|
|
}

bly from San Francxsco in 1883,
|MOVED TO CITY

When the Murdeck family mov-

ed to San Franciseo, around 1866,
Austin Wiley purchased the Mur-
dock building, and Dr. Parry
rented from him. On January 22,
1869, Wiley sold the latter the
property for $1,000. On November
13, 1872, Parry sold it to Alexan-
der Brizard [lor $1,350, On .luly
9 1875 the building, was couw-
plctely destroyed.

Unless the reader of old news

paper files is aware of t{hesc .
various changes in ownership, he
-will be unable to locate the fol--
lowing events:

conducted from -

cannot be dealt with|

opened a store in this|
later moving to the]

1 mothexs.

December 24, 1872. The Ladies

of the Presbyterian congrega-,

tidrr in "Arcata held a festival on

" Christmas Eve at Parry’s ‘HA4IL

July 4, 1873. The Good- Temp-
lars gave a ball at Brizard’s Hall.
A. H. Murdock did not seem to

be a joiner of lodges, perhaps be-“
"cause he had such varying in-,

terests. He had valuable proper-;

ty at Hoopa, and several farms
around Arcata. However ‘when

In closing, ar]\es Murdock
will give further glimpses of the

‘renouned Murdock’s Hall.

“Frequent was the preparation
of the hall for some public func
tien. 1t might be a dance, a poli-
tical meeting, or some theatrical
performance. Different treatment
would be required, but all would

.mclude cleanmg and lighting. At

ince it .was floor .scrubbing,
filiMg the camphene lamps and
making up beds for ‘babies to be
later deposited by their dancing
Very likely 1. would
tend door and later join.in the
dance which commonly continuel
until morning.
“Qqcasionally we
good theatrical

had quite
performances.

1Very early I recall a thespian

.named Thoman,
ported by Julia Pelby. They vast- |

.mother

Ted with her dolls.

who was sup-

ly pleased.an uncritical audience.
I was doorkeeper, notwithstand-
ing thahThoman doubted if T
.was “hefty” enough. Liftle Lot-
ta Crabtre¢ was charming. Her
traveled with her. Be-
‘tween performances, Totta play-
She danced
‘gracefully and sang facinatingly,
‘I'm the Convey What Sings’ ",

N the Union Lyceum was organized

lin March 1859, he was -elected |
'the president and nojdpubt they |
*met at Murdock’s Hal -




223

o Post OFrice, AND STorE oF A ProNeer or 1850,
Site o PresENT LinRARY Buinnine,

Q!.m,S).q' “”,a ! 'Jh)".liﬂ" ?55‘ ‘ ‘

Lo @nj-.gr,g., e e AR
%ﬂhwm&ﬂ&.w M.an. et O trone alaitil o oo W@&f(\fﬁ‘?\{)
e\n«m..w wes Yo Ga oun e, o o Qssan d»@fu& %;J'Wj'{‘o Lo Froumcrics mn&'l‘.&,w.%
P Il Thsna. Wsars 3 Ww,w&“wwmwﬁﬁ.aw

r;"“"‘"‘"' W e 'WM M-&“-&“—"*"’"\ﬂ'@“ﬂ"‘“ ww'u&w u&m Sy
\}A *Ln.(a.i-vu, M a:.u‘.d",.;.& fé" a.c-m».ﬁ:tja%m&,u—j ﬁava,w.e' gpL t.bqng )gm“.,ah.)d;‘\\
2} L,\MM"S

f



. by MRS. EUGENE FOUNTAIN

Adbert H. Murdock left San
Francisco before the members of
the Union Company, which
founded Union, but arrived after
they did. 'Captam William Tiche-
nor sailed in the Jacob M. Ryer-
son March 20th, 1850 with the
Union Company as passengers.
William Preston, whose f ather
and uncle were members of the
Union Company, told me that the
group had leased the ship. The
party on the Ryerson sailed up
Eel River by mistake and then
walked over to Humboldt Bay.

Murdock was one of the com-
pany which chartered the sailing

vessel, the “Paragon”, at San
Francmco Captain Liscom, Wil-
liam Wall and Dunbar Averell
were also on board. They started

up the coast in the middle of
March, but were wrecked near
Crescent City. Later the brig,
“Cameo” appeared and took Ave- .
rell and the greater number back
to San Francisco. Averell return- -
ed very soon on the “Emily Farn..

ham”, Jbut Murdock is said to
have come to Union everland
from Crescent City.

It seems strange that Captain
Liscom was aboard the “Para-
gon”, since he was listed in the’
Union Company. But Mr. Averell”

"said James Light and Captain |
1Liscom were the principal own-

ers of the schooner, which was-
commanded by Captain March.
Murdock acted as secretary for
the company.
EARLY STORE

Murdock and Liscom seem to
have had one of the first storesi
in Union in 1850, hccording to‘
a list of provismns ordered from !

San Francisco in such quantities
that they could only be meant
for trade purposes. In October,
1850 Murdock bought Lot 7,
Block 168, of Arter Graham. This
was later the location of William
Martin’s and Henry Wyman’s
store, which was the subject of
the second article in this series.
No doubt the original store huild-
ing was a rude structure, covered;
with siding procured by mcans
of the frow and whipsaw, as the
sawmill had not yet been intro-}
duced at Union,

ner of 9th and G Streels [rom.
Thomas Sebring, and the build-
ing pictured here was probably
built around 1853, when the Tit-
low sawmill hegan operations.
FIRST POST OFFICE

In the Argata Union of Feb-
Iruary 2, 1940 Flarry Nixon stated
| that thc first post office was es-
-tablished at Union in 1853, with
H, A, Murddek as postmastcr Tnf
. July, 1854 he became MHumbold{

himself from Massachuseils
5 August, 1855.

I «A single horse drew a flat
and-
freight, It was the nearest ap-.

In March 1851, Murdock pur-
chased lots at the northeast cor-|

ounty Treasurer. 'I'he Humboldt
Times of June 10, 1855 contained
1the following notice: “Licenses
“to businesses. A. H. Murdock,
| Treasurer of Humboldt County at
Treasurer’s office, Union,”

In fact all the county offices
were located in the Murdock

offered the lowest bid for their
’rental He was no longer keeping
store in his building, according
to his son Charles in “A Back-
ward Glance at Eighty”, who tells
lof the arrival of his mother, ten-
‘ycar old sister Mary, and seven-
year old brother George and

car carrying passengers
proach to a railroad in the State
of California at the time. It
seemed thal we were met by the
entire population, for the arrival
of the steamer with mail and pas-
sengers was the event of the
month. The station was near the
seuthwest corner’ of. the Plaza
which we crossed diagnally Lo
the post eoffice, housed in a build-
ing that had beem my father’s
store until he sold out the year
before, when he was elecled to
the Asscmbly Murdock’s Hall

was in the secend story, and a
little north stood a zinc house
that wag to be our home. It had
been shipped first to San Fran-
cisco and then to Humboldt., My
brother and T occupled a cham-
ber over the post office and he
became adept in going to sleep
on the parlor sofa every night
and lager going to hed in the
‘Istore without waking, dodging
all obstructing objects and un.

essing while,sound esleep. We
had. no pump; all the water we
(Used I brought from. a spring in
the cdge of the woods, the one
found hy the

building in 1855, as Murdock had ‘. left room for a

inl

the night of Christmas, 1849”.

On May, 1 1856 the county
offices were moved to FEureka
and on May 8, 1856 the Times an-
nounced that Murdock had re-
turn to his old “Pioneer Place’, |
opemng a receiving and forward-
ing commission house”. This still !
library which
;Charles and his mother started.
' They covered all the books as an -
economical necessity, according.
to Charles, who also;started a
school. “There was no“school in-
the town when we came. It
troubled my mother that K my
brother and sister must be with-

Gregg narly onlf

out lesson: Several other small
children were deprived of an op-
portunity also. In the emergency,
we cleaned out a room in the
store formerly occupied by a
county officer,

SCHOOL STARTED .

“I organized a very primary
school. I was almost 15, but- the
children were good. and manage-
able. 1 did not have very many,
and fortunately T was not called
upon to teach very long. There
came to town a.clever man, Ro-
hert Desty, who wanted to teach.
He suggested I give up my school
and become a pupil
“There was a school for older
children in Union, and private
schools were condudted [rom
time to time, but the maltter of
schools  cannot he dealt with
here.

On Oclober 25, 1856, D. M.
Elder, who had a store in Weav-
erville, opened a store in this
building, later moving to the
north side of the Plaza. On June
1, 1858, Charles Murdock was in
charge of a tinshop here. The

1859 stated, “C., A. Murdock at

Office Bulilding, stovcs dnd Lm
ware”.

Three or four yeats latar,,Dr

of his.”

HNorthern Califorian” of April 6,

old Pionecr Stand in the Post -

oL ¢/
Friday, July 6, 1956 — .
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Isaac Parry moved to. Arcatarl the Union¥yce

mpenlng a drug. and book. “store
in the postioffice- building, later
_taking as “Hagtneér” Mr.. Simpson.
"On November ‘1871, the Times
- stated: “Dr. C. C. Bowen of Ar-
~cata has purchased the stock of
drugs and business of Parry and
‘Simpson. A Temperance Saloon
~will be opened in the room lately
occupied as a drugswro by Wil-!
‘liam H. Wall, who is also pro- \
prletor of the skating rink m the
"second story”.

{ Charles Murdock mentions the -

‘Idrugstore in his father’s building *

| Wnitarian Churclr-in San Fran-
lcisco and was greatly respected.

' ply from San Francisco in 1883,
MOVED TO CITY

:1 am afraid I took unholy joy”.

|No doubt Charles

iing school, ,which met at Mur-

1twenty dollars. In spite of this
|slight tinge of sadism, Charles

 Christmas Bve at Parry’s Hall.

jin the following extract: = “The
singing schoel was pleasure-‘
y1e1d1n its greatest joy being
1nc1dental When I could cut
‘ahead of a chum taking a girl
. home and shamelessly trip him
up with a stretched rope and get
‘back in’ the drugstore and be
~curled up in the woodbox when
 he reached his final destination,

indulged in |i
equally playful jokes after danc-

docks ‘Hall and was taught by G.
W. Brower, twelve lessons for

later became the pillar of thef*

He wayg also elcted to the Assem-

When the Murdeck family mov--

|ed to San Franciseo, around 1866,
‘L Austin Wiley purchased the Mur-
l.dock building,

and Dr. Parry
rented from him. On January 22,
1869, Wiley sold the latter the

I property for $1,000, On November

13, 1872, Parry sold it to Alexan-
der Bri/ard for $1,350. On July -
9, 1875 the building was com-
p]r—:tely destroyed. ‘

Unless the reader of old news-
paper files is aware of thege
various changes in ownership, he
will be unable to locate the fol-
lowing events:

December 24, 1872, The Ladies.
of the Presbyterian congrega-
tion in Arcata held a festival on

July 4, 1873. The Good Temp-
lars gave a ball at Brizard's Hall.
A, H, Murdock did not seem to

| be a joiner of lodges, perhaps be-

cause he had such varying in-,

lerests. e had valuable proper-

ty at Moopa, and several farms:
wund Arcata. However, when'

|

?

in March, 1859;
the president and
met at Murdock’s Hall:

will give further glimpses of the
renouned Murdock’s Hall,
“Frequent was the preparation
of the hall for some public func-
tien. It might be a dance, a poli-
tical meeting, or some theatrlca]
performance. Different treatment
would be required, but all would

‘| include cleanmg and lighting. At

a nce it was floor scrubbing,
fil¥#g the camphene lamps and
1making up beds for babiés té be
later deposited by their dancing
mothers. Very likely I would
tend door and later join in the

dance which commonly contmuel X

until morning. )
“Ogcasionally ~we had’ quite
good theatrical‘ performances.
Very early I recall a thespian
rnamed Thoman, who was sup-
ported by Julia Pelby. They vast-

In closing,; ‘charles Murdock |

i1y pleased an uncritical audience.’

1T was doorkeeper, notwithstand-

ing that Thoman doubted i

f1

was “hefty” enough. Little Lot-

ta Crabtree was charming.
mother traveled with her.

Her

Be-

tween performances, Lotlla play-

ed with her dolls.

She danced
gracefully and sang facinatingly,
‘Im the Convcy What Sings’ .

Friday, July 27, 1956 — Page 9
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THE ARCATA UNION

M"ANCESTOR’OF PIONEER

ARCATAN FINDS FACTS »
IN FOUNTAIN ARTICLE

|

George H. Murdock of Castro
Valley visited the Arcata Union
oftice this week seeking informa-
tion on an ancestor, Albert H.
Hamilton, one of Arcata's pio-
neers who lived in this area in
the 1850 period.

Murdock was proprietor of one
or the first stores in Arcata, and

also was first postmaster for Ar-|

"cata. His son, Charles, is author

of the book, “A Backward Glance |

- at 80"

hoping to uncover the informa-
tion he lacked. He found this in-

series of articles in the Arcata
Fountain of Blue Lake.
ing in Castro Valley,
family reunion to be held at
76th birthdays of his father, Ham-
ilton Murdock, and a twin sister,
Laurilla Schlesihger.

The visitor to Arcata said that
Osgood Murdock, son of Charles

Murdock was seekmg informa-
tion which was missing from this .
book, and had come to Arcatd:

formation in one of the historical |-
Union written by Mrs. Eugene |’
Murdock, an insurance man liv-

said he |

would take the information to a|.

Ross, Marin Co., California. The |
reunion will be marked by the|.

passed through five generations.
His great grandfather was Albert
Hamilton Murdock, his grand-
father was George Hamilton Mur-
dock, his father was Hamilton
Murdock, he is George Hamilton
Murdock, and his son is also
George Hamilton Murdock.

Murdock who wrote “A Back-
Iward Glance at 80" is now pub-
lisher of a farm periodical and a
1mining magazine. He also said

Jtha the name Hamilton has been
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Chinese settlements °

By MONICA HADLEY

Many are familiar with the
story of how the Chinese were
“riven out of Humboldl county ini
1884 and how, for over 65 vear:,
Orientals gave the county a wide
airth.  Newspapers record the
story of how some white men *‘re-
used to mind their own business™
and ventured inlo Fureka's Chi-
natown while a tong war was in
progress. One white man was
killed.

The next day all Chinese were
loaded up and shipped to Saa
Francisco. There was one cxecp-

tion. That was Charlie Moon, a

~ook at the Tom Bair ranch at
Redwood Creek. This was consid-
eired “too great a distance (0 go”
for just one Chinese.

Byron Smith, who was six yea s
old at the time, recalls Arcato’s
two Chinese seltlements well.

“My, but the Chinese were
thick in Arcata. [ was scared of
them — that was because my mo-
ther had cautioned me again:t
them. T remember one time wh~n
one of them was flying a kite and
it got caught in a tree. He called
to me {o help him, hut 1 was so
afraid that T ran.”

One secttlement of Chinese —
there must have heen 50 of ther:,
Byron recalls — was in what we
now call north Arcata.

“There were eight houscs, ail
two stories, right in a row. They
were huilt by Ben Spalding (Mrs.
George Castner's father), “Byron
explained. F.€uin_ 3tg

These houses were located on
the west side of H street hetweca
18th and 19th streets.

The other Chinese settlement
was downtown on the south side
ol 9th streel between I and J
streets, righl where the Purity
parking place is today. Byron

says there must have been 50 Chi.

THIS IS the only building still standing in
which was a part of the Chinese settlement before the
mass exodus of Chinese from Humboldt county in
1884. Located at 848 | St., it belongs to Wes Downing

and is due to be razed in the near future.

nese or more living there loo.

One house, in  which Byron
says the Chinese lived, still
stands. It is located at 848 I, St.,
and is now owned by Wes Dowan-
ey, whose plumbing shop is next
door. The building is due to be
torn down any time.

Byron says that he doesn't
know why, but this was the ony
house on this side of the sirces,
i which Chinese lived.

Byron remembers watching the
events after the man was kiiled
in Eureka’s Chinatown.

“All the Chinese in Arcala were
loaded into gravel wagons and
hauled to the depot. Thal's right
where the post office is now

.

There they put them on the Ap-

Arcata,

nie and Mary, took themn oul tu
the wharl and shipped thom iu
San Francisco.”

“1 was just a little boy. hut. b
I remember it well!™

The Chinese had bheen hrought
in to work in the mines. Howev-
er, they gradually left this work
te become cooks and do house-
hold work and laundry.

Newspaper stories of the day
recall that those who used Chi-
nese help in the home, reaily
missed them, particularly the
children.

Ed’s Note: This is the second
in a series of early days in Av.
cata related by Byron Smith, old-
est native Arcatan, who was bogn
June 8, 1878,
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[0th street, early 1900's



Down through the years the Arcata Post Office has had
several faces. Above you may see the Post Office as it
stood next to the Union Hotel on 8th Street about 1920.
Then in 1951 the present Post Office was built
and dedicated on the spot where the old Arcata and
Mad River Railroad, (Annie and Mary), station stood for
many years. The dedication of the new Post Office created
facilities to care for the tremendous growth of Arcata mail
service. In 1921 gross receipts of the Arcata Post Office
were $17,162. 10 years later they had grown to $19,000
dollars during the Great Depression. 1941 showed $23,660
gross receipts which by 1950 had grown to $71,879. In
the ten years since the opening of the Post Office in its
present location the service has been increased by 197%
and in 1960 Arcata gross receipts totaled $213,000. Air
mail service came to Arcata in 1946. Today there are five
dispatches daily connecting Arcata and every conceivable
corner of the world.

Down through the years, Brizards has been associated with
the Post Office in Humboldt county. From the founding of
A. Brizard, Inc. in 1863, until the present, it has been
.a basic policy to “help the community in any way we can,
and we are happy to have served in this new development.’
The above spoken by Paul Brizard in 1951 at the founding
of the previous Post Office facility, may well be our state-
ment at this time of dedication of our modern Post Office
Mr. Paul Brizard and Robert Matthews Sr., now President

Down through the years Arcata has had several names.
The White City and Union Town both were names by
which our community was known throughout the Californ-
ia Northwest area. In 1858 a young Hollander by the name
of Van Rossum introduced a friend of his, one Alexander
Brizard to his employer, Mr. Roskill. Mr. Roskill was im-
pressed and offered Alexander a position in his Union
Town firm known as Roskill and Company. In a few years
Roskill retired and the firm of Spencer, Manheim and
Stern secured the popular pair of clerks. This firm dis-
solved and in the same location Alexander Brizard and J-
A. C. VanRossum opened business as ‘‘Forwarding and
Commission Merchants’”’. The date was June 8th, 1863,
ninety-eight years ago. In 1879 Brizards moved to their
present location and since that time has ““always been
actively interested in the community and in helping the
betterment of the area.”” So spoke Paul Brizard, President
of A. Brizard, Inc. from 1942 to 1952,

of the firm, were in earlier days in charge of the pack
trains between Arcata, Blue Lake, Hoopa, and other moun-
tain communities. Thy shared the honor of delivering the
first Parcel Post between Sawyers Bar and Hoopa. So inte-
grated is the Brizard history with the postal service of thi$
area, that at one time, Paul A. Brizard was Post Master of
the Willow Creek, (then China Flat), | Denny
Hoopa, Weitchpec, Orleans, Somes Bar and Klamath (then
Requa), Post Offices simultaneously.
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Brizard store and employees at the present site
before the turn of the Century

The New Workroom Has 541 8‘
Square Feet of Work Space.

Oveflooking the Plaza about 1913



Along 8th street, showing the old Post Office. About 1913,
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AROUND OUR
TOWN

by SCOOP BEAL

L

IKE CULLBERG, pioneer Arcatan, took a look at the Presi-
dent McKinley statue in Arcata’s plaza all dressed up like Santa
Claus - - nodded his head and said, “That’s just right, President
McKinley was Santa Claus to the whole United States when he
was president.,” - - - the statue of President McKinley became
Santa Claus a couple of weeks back when the plaza was decora-
ted for the Christmas season - ~ the base of the statue was
covered to represent a chimney and McKinley was dressed up
in a Santa Claus suit - - - replete with whiskers - - - while in
his extended hand was hung a big sack full of toys - - - it Is
not the first time the statue has been decorated - - pranksters
over the years have adorned it with mustaches and fastened an
empty bottle to the extended hand - - and, we believe, that
once before an Arcata-Eureka High football game some Eurekan
painted McKinley red and green - - - the history of the statue
dates back to around the time of the San Francisco earthquake
- - - a stout Arcata Republican named George Zehnder decided
that Arcata should have a statue of McKinley ~ - - he hired an
Austrian sculptor named Hagopian to model the statue and it
was cast in bronze in San Francisco and made ready to ship
to Arcata - - - the big SF shake came and tumbled down the
building in which McKinley’s statue was housed - - - the statue
was moved out onto the sidewalk and laid there on its back,
hand extended upwards for a couple of months - - - citizens
walking along the street would stop and “shake hands with
President McKinley” - - - finally the statue was shipped to
Arcata (the reported cost for the statue was $16,000) and it was
set up in the Arcata plaza - - - it was dedicated on July Fourth,
1906, with fitting ceremonies - - - - McKinley was elected presi-
dent of the United States in 18968 defeating the Democratic can-
didate William Jennings Bryan - - - he was re-elected again in
1900. On September 6, 1901, he was assassinated at Butfalo by
Leon F. Czolgosz, an anarchist, and he died there eight days
later,

[
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GORDON G. HADLEY, PUBLISHER
Established 1886
Published from the Arcata Union Building Every Friday.
Entered as second class matter June 2nd, 1886, at the postoffice at
Arcata_ California, under the act of Congress of March 3, 1879.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

One year in advance $2.50
Six months in advance........c.ceneeaes $1.50

Member California Newspaper
Publishers Assaciation

PLAZA DECORATIONS

Arcata is ready for Christmas — at least as far as
decorating the Plaza is concerned. Last Saturday night when
the lights were turned on, trees hung with metallic icicles,
and silver ornaments reflected the colors from a row of
lights strung around them, and flood lights illuminated the
central figures of Santa Claus, the Manger scene, wisemen
and shepherds.

Credit for the decorations, of which any town could be
proud, must go to a committee of merchants who executed
a nebulous idea someone had about doing something dif-
ferent this year. After the idea was formed, it was taken up
with N. Reese Bullen, HSC art instructor, who carried out
with originality and beauty the paper plans.

As lovely during daylight hours as at night, the figures
and tree ornaments, Santa Claus and even the star of Beth-
lehem above the manger, all immediately spell Christmas
to the shopper.

The Plaza this year is the scene of all community-
Christmas programs, and Santa Claus visitations. Last Sat-
urday night, and this, there will be carols and music by
groups from the High School, and College, and the Christ-
mas shoppers on those evenings when the stores are open
will know definitely that the Yuletide is upon us.

Because of the lavishness of plaza decorations, there
will be no prizes offered this year for home decorations,
because all were concentrated on giving the townspeople
something they all could enjoy, when they came down
town. However citizens are urged to decorate their homes)
anyway. ]
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HE'S ONLY SANTA TWO WEEKS'

SanIaMTb Becyome
McKinley Again

With the Christmas holidays
over for another year, the statue
of William McKinley on the Plaza
will once again resume his “re-
gular” role of bronze statue, and
cast off his Santa Claus suit and
chimney for another year.

The statue has won much favor- |
able comment this season as the
symbol of Christmas giving, but
there have been those who felt that
it was alright for two weeks of the
year, but not such a fine idea as
a steady thing.

The costuming of the statue won
nation-wide publicity when it was

mentioned on a coust~to-coast
hookup recently on the Alka-
Seltzer newspaper of the air,
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SHEPAR

Arcata Has A Shepherd
ARCATA — The statute of the martyred presi-
dent William B. McKinley, which at one time held
a dignified place in a world’s fair, underwent
transformation this week (so did the English
language, i. e. ‘““Shepard’ for ‘‘Shepherd), when
the members of the Downtown Merchants Asso-
ciation dressed up the Sculptor Haig Patigian’s .
first major work for the Christmas holiday. Here
it is, before, in dignified form, and below, mas-
querading with less dignity.
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The old United Creamery on the Arcata Bottom 13 ohc of the locél dalrv mdustr

<

landmarks. In recent years, it has been merely a receiv ing point



of those interested, on Saturday last, the business was com-
pleted, and work will be commenced at once. The organiza-

‘subscribed. The subscription is enough to establish the plant,

Dolson, A. N. Hunt, S. Foster and W." L. Dickerson were
elected. The officers selected by the board are A. N. Hunt,

‘being what it should be.

tion is for $10,000 capital stock, of which $7000 has heen

the remainder to draw upon if necessary for incidentals. -
A board of directors, consisting of Jacob Zehnder,:J. G.

CREAMERY DECIDED. — The matter of establishing a

creamery on Arcata bottom has been settled. At a meeting

i
itk

ja

president; J. G. Dolson, secretary and Jacab Zehnder, treas- ! difficulty in finding good locations, it is only a matter of |

.urer, The place selected for the creamery is on the southwest

Wm. on the lane leading west“Trom the |
fies school house. For drainage and temperature the selec- &

ion is a good one, but we have some doubts about the water

| selecting the best of those which are offered. Arcata is earn-

S\

Gé

, S —-u‘Nov'\eifnber 26, 1891 |
'CREAMERY FOR ARCATA. — Mr. S. Clark of Arca‘t‘a
was in town. yesterday and sdys the creamery question-1s
being agitated in his section in a thoroughly live manner, an
we soon expect to hear that definite arrangements bave been|
made and that work-is being pushed forward. Messrs. Judd,}:

ter, Seeley, Hidhit, Dplson and Sidell ag a- ;
¢reamery;under con ot
suitable-gite on -which to.begin op

ooking arg
erations.’ Thiéy have no|

est about a creamery, and when the people of the place take
up an idea we may expéct it to assume tangible form in-a
short time. .
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THE ARCATA CREAMERY — From J. G. Dolson of
Arcata, it is learned that the creamery there is proving and
has been from the start a success. It is now making about 500
pounds of butter a day. The creamery has a capacity of a
ton or more of butter per day and as the farmers thereabout
now appreciate the benefit of the establishment to them and
are making preparations for supplying increased quantitiés
of fresh milk, the output of butter will be corresponding in-
creased.

The late John Vance once remarked that the Arcata

bottom is_fit for nothing but a dairy ranch. Since the build-
ifig of the creamery the consequent impetus given to dairying
pursuits has proven the success of this industry and farmers
now realize the truth of Uncle John’s words. Every indication
at present points to the fact that the dairying interests of

_{Arcata bottom will soon rival those of Eel River Valley.

One of the benefits derived from the creamery by the

‘| farmers is that they are paid cash for their milk. This enables
them to save money in the purchase of supplies by paying
1cash for them instead of exchanging their butter upon which

they get no profit. At the Arcata creamery they are allowed
21 cents per pound for the butter contained in their milk,
the amount being ascertained by a Babcock tester. A sample
is taken from each man's milk every morning and once a
week the milk is tested by the Babcock process. From the re-
sults obtained the farmer is paid on the 15th of each month
for the actual amount of butter contained in the milk de-
livered by him.
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MOVE CHURNS
The California Central Cream- |
ery announced that it was moving
its churns and stated that hence-
forth it would make butter in the
White City instead of Eureka.
They said, however, that they
would continue to make cheese at

their local plant in Eureka,
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took possession yesterday under lease, the Laurel Dell Creamery :
of Arcata, ‘

‘ ‘in San. Francisco as Diamoénd Crystal butter. ‘The name
||brand-is ‘selected after the Diamond Crystel Salt, for
the firm is the Pacific Coast ‘agent.
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ARCATA-Schalz, Niggle & Company of |

In the: future the product of the creamery will‘ ‘ l§nown" :
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