BEAL POTATOS
for Tim

The night after the judge

saild to hls government

you can't build your road

Up there

because 1t would onbliterate

the sllence ard drive nff

the last pilated wondpecker

o that the Big fpirit

could rot come to

the Yurok High feat anymore,
the indliars invited us

to 2 schonl gymnasium ir Furek?
where every June they horor

the elders and the new graduates.

When they called the whites

nut on the shiney wooden floor
to notlice us for having

wainted to stop the ro2d too,

I had to fight back my eyes
beciuse we'd all wor something
and I didn't want to bawl

beofre people I did rot yet know.

Instead of words though,

the indlans gave us eich

a gackful of potatos

to take to our kitchens

or plant ir the back garden.
I took the spuds home

damp urder my 2rm

ard when we 2te them the rnext week,
the tears »f victory

tasted real upor my plate,
re2]l 2g real potatos.
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